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FULLY POSEABLE ARMS, LEGS, 
HEAD AND WAIST FOR REAL 


THE SAVING PLACE 


HEN YOU EXAMINE the con- 

tents of this edition of Wrestling 
USA, you have to agree that the most 
important athletes and most controver- 
sial topics are highlighted. In recent 
months, professional wrestling has 
been the center of mainstream media 
attention to a greater degree than ever 
before. The selection of stories in this 
issue clearly reflects the most impor- 
tant developments in the sport over 
the past few months. 

As the WWF continues to imple- 
ment its plans for nationwide expan- 
sion, the glut of television programs 
featuring WWF talent seems to grow 
ever more intense. One casualty of this 
glut, however, seems to be truth—ac- 
cording to some WWF announcers, a 
wrestler has no’ history prior to his 
entrance in the WWF, despite any 
achievements he has made in the 
NWA, AWA, or elsewhere. Peter King 
makes this point most clearly in his 
“Editor’s Notebook” column (page 
10) from the September 1985 Inside 
Wrestling as he takes “Mean” Gene 
Okerlund to task for his attitude and 
ignorance regarding The Missing Link. 

One undeniable fact of the WWF's 
expansionism is that people who once 

(Continued on page 64) 
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The Missing Link viciously chokes Kabuki during a wild World Class area brawl. Why don’t 
WWF announcers recognize that someone like the Link had a career prior to entering the 
WWF? Peter King’s “Editor’s Notebook” on page 10 provides one answer. 


ITRIED 


\ 


FOR YEARS 


TOGAIN 


it wasnt easy until now! 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up... and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight... 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don’t think so, just watch what turns 
women's heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They’re the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It’s a rare fellow who doesn't want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there's more to it than 
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GAIN STAMINA AND SELF- 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 
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known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
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Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
iliness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 
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15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
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best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 

. . and thank your lucky stars, it's within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it's so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 

Everyone knows that a healthy body brings ahealthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . , . and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that's 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude, 
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and handling. 
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STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 


Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, atan extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don't even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 


Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 


() Send me the 
30-Tablets size 
for $7.95 


(_] Send me the 
60-Tablets size 
for $12.75 
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In each issue of Wrestling USA, “USA Update” 
will present the personal views of a wrestler 
regarding a story presented on him in this 
magazine. It is a rare opportunity to see 
another dimension of your favorite wrestlers, 
and to gain new insights into the most 
important news events in the sport 


By David Shultz 


ISTEN UP, you people read- See, a lot of people are saying 
ing this right now, and listen a lot of things about me. They say 
up good. | want to get a few that | have had more than my 
things straight about “Dr. D.” share of title shots at Hulk Hogan. 


Well, first off, that’s a load of hog- 
wash. Why don’t you go count 
the number of title shots people 
like Magnificent Muraco or Roddy 
Piper have had? I’ve counted 
them. And my shots at Hogan 
don’t amount to even a small frac- 
tion of what those two guys got. 

People are also saying that | hit 
John Stossel twice in the head. 
Wrong. | didn’t hit him, | slapped 
him. Now there’s a big difference 
between a hit and a slap. Like 
I’ve said before, | didn’t hit him on 
his ear. He said | hit him in the 
ear, and | didn’t. | slapped him up 
side his head, then the second 
slap caught him on the jaw. As 
for Stossel having permanent ear 
damage, well . .. 

Vince McMahon? Mr. T? Hell, 
I'm not gonna dictate the whole 
interview to you, fools. Go read it 
yourself. But let me tell you some- 
thing, and that’s the fact that I’ve 
never gotten so much mail in all 
my life then after | did that inter- 
view. You know what’s funny? 
Most of the letters were about the 
Stossel thing. Half of those said 
he deserved it, and the other half 
said | was a fool for doing what | 
did. 

David Shultz may be a lot of 
things, but he is no fool. 

And as for the rest of the let- 
ters, they said I’d had my shots at 
Hogan, that | should just shut up. 
Well, these people obviously can’t 
count. Maybe they like seeing Ho- 
gan duck a legitimate contender, 
maybe they like seeing Hogan 
keep giving title shots to people 
he knows he can beat. 

As for me, | know | can beat 
Hogan. | want another title shot, | 
deserve another title shot, and I’m 
not going to rest until | get anoth- 
er title shot. Hogan can’t duck me 
forever. Even he isn’t capable of 
being that scared of me. tia} 


[Editor’s note: “Dr. D” David 
Shultz is featured in “Interview 85” 
which begins on page 22.] 
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Consider this scenario: Dave Winfield, after leaving the San Diego 


Padres to play for the New York Yankees, is at the plate for. the first 


time for his new team. The Yankees' play-by-play announcer says, ''Batting 


now is Dave Winfield. I've never heard of this guy and I don't know 


anything about him because he's never played in the American League." 


Sounds ridiculous? Couldn't happen, you say? Well, then, allow me to 


introduce you to ''Mean'' Gene Okerlund, 


Okerlund is one of the announcers employed by the WWF. On a recent 


telecast of a Madison Square Garden wrestling show, Okerlund went into 


the backstage area to interview The Missing Link, who is a newcomer to 


the WWF. Okerlund told his nationwide audience that he didn't know 


anything about the Link, and, apparently, hadn't ever heard of him. 


This would be funny if it wasn't so sad. The Missing Link, as any 


wrestling fan could have told the uninformed Mr. Okerlund, has been a top 


star in the sport for the last two years. Link rose to prominence in the 


Texas World Class area and then in Florida. Link had been featured on the 


World Class television show (which is seen in almost as many markets as 


the WWF), and was one of wrestling's most recognizable figures. Link had 


also been on the cover of some of our wrestling magazines, as well as 


being the lead photo in the recent Sports Illustrated story on wrestling. 


But ''Mean'' Gene Okerlund never heard of The Missing Link. And this guy 
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is supposed to be a wrestling announcer! Doesn't Okerlund watch anything 


@Q 
\ 


except WWE telecasts? Doesn't he read anything except WWF press releases? 


Is he really that stupid, or is he trying to give the impression that the 


WWF has discovered a new star? Recently, attendance at WWF shows has 


dropped drastically. Perhaps, Mr. Okerlund, wrestling fans are fed up 
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with being treated like idiots. 
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NY TIME YOU criticize something 

that’s popular, you stand the risk of 
getting a bundle of hate mail. My July 
1985 ‘‘On The Road”’ strongly con- 
demned the WWF for mixing profession- 
al sport with Hollywood. While there is 
no questioning the fact that the WWF is 
reaching a lot of people with its ‘‘enter- 
tainment”’ approach to wrestling, the 
mail I received indicates that the fans who _ 
were turned on to wrestling before Vince 
McMahon and the WWF began force- 
feeding us Cyndi Lauper and Mr, T and 
the wrestling ’n’ Hollywood connection 
resent the fact that the sport of wres- 
tling—the competition between athletes—- fis become 
secondary. 

I was glad to see only a few letters opposing my 
viewpoint. That indicates to me that the readers of Jnside 
Wrestling love the sport for what it should be. One such 
fan, Calvin Hayden, of Bronx, New York, expressed the 
view of the majority of fans who wrote about that partic- 
ular column: 


Dear Mr. Peters: | am a subscriber of both Inside Wres- 
tling and The Wrestler and I was very interested in read- 
ing your column ‘‘On The Road” describing WrestleMa- 
nia, The March 31 WWF card in Madison Square 
Garden. Mr. Peters, I never thought that I would ever 
have to write you, but I am writing because I believe in 
my heart that you will understand what I have to say 
without overreacting, and I believe that you will be a fair 
man about it. 

On Saturday, May 11, on WNBC-TV in New York, I 
watched Saturday Night’s Main Event, which was taking 
the place of Saturday Night Live. This show was taped at 
the Nassau Coliseum on 
May 10th and featured 
such matches as Hulk 
Hogan vs. Cowboy Bob 
Orton, Wendi Richter vs. 
Fabulous Moolah, ‘Mr. 
Wonderful’? Paul Orn- 
dorff in ‘‘Piper’s Pit,” 
etc, 

First of all, I used to 
,. have a great deal of re- 
. spect for the WWF, but 
now the WWE is nothing 
more than a joke. I have 

pee Gar w lost all respect for some 
Mr. T and Hulk Hogan of the people involved in 
the WWF. After watching Saturday Night’s Main Event, 
1 was totally disgusted by this so called ‘“‘Rock ’n’ Wres- 
tling Connection.”’ Mr, Peters, after you have read the 
following comments that I am about to make, you might 
think that I’m overreacting, If I was an interviewer, this is 
what I would say to the following people: 

e@Mr. T: First of all, you have no business being 
involved in wrestling. You call yourself tough, but what 
the “T”’ really stands for is turkey, Isn’t it true that you 
got beat up by a karate expert in a gym in Chicago, 
Illinois? Do many people know this fact? Get out of 
wrestling before you get hurt. 
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@ Cyndi Lauper: You should be mak- 
ing records and learning how to sing in- 
stead of worrying about wrestlers. 
Lauper, don’t you know that if you were 
in a singing contest with Tina Turner, 
Deneice Williams, and Madonna, you 
would come in dead last, and that if it 
weren’t for Capt. Lou Albano, you 
wouldn’t be anything at all. It was Roddy 
_ Piper who made Lou Albano change toa 
fan favorite. You didn’t do anything for 
him, or, for that matter, Wendi Richter. 
What did you teach her about wrestling? 
Absolutely nothing. Lauper, get out of 
wrestling before you get hurt. You need 
to try to learn how to sing because the way you sing 
now is lousy. 

@ Dave Wolff: You are a fool for encouraging Lauper 
to get involved in wrestling, and your attempt at manag- 
ing The Freebirds was a disaster. I’m glad that The 
Freebirds came to their senses and let you go. The only 
other thing that I have to say to you is that the night, 
Piper bodyslammed you in the middle of the ring, you 
better be glad that he didn’t break your neck. 

@Wendi Richter: I am 
shocked, surprised, and dis- 
appointed in you, Wendi 
Richter. Who started your 
career in wrestling? Who 
taught you everything you 
know? Who was it that ev- 
ery time you felt like giving 
up gave you a pat on the 
back? It was Moolah, and 
don’t you forget it. If not 
for Moolah, you wouldn’t 

—— be the wrestler that you are 
Lauper, Wolff, and Richter today. You ought to be 
ashamed of yourself for giving credit to Cyndi Lauper 
when you know in your heart that all the credit should go 
to Moolah. Moolah is your master, and every time that 
you come in contact with her, you ought to be on your 
knees worshipping her. Wendi, you have the nerve to call 
Moolah names? You have forgotten that at one time 
when you were known as Cowgirl Wendi Richter that you 
were a rulebreaker and that you were (to use your word) 
“oarbage’’? And now you’re running around calling 
Moolah “‘Shmoolah.’’ You ought to beg for her horates 
ness On your knees. 

@ Hulk Hogan: You’re a clown. Of course, if my =a 
name was Terry Bollea, I wouldn’t want people to laugh 
at me either. | remember when you were a rulebreaker. 
You hurt everybody who stepped into the ring with you. 
At that time you were a winner. Now that you hang out 
with Lauper, Wolff, and Mr. T, you’re a bigger loser. 
Hulk, be a champion that the people can be proud of. 
Get rid of those fools who have no business in wrestling, 
and start defending the WWF title like a decent human 
being. 

Well, Mr. Peters this is all that | have to say about the 
WWP. Thank you for your attention and I look forward 
to reading your ‘‘On The Road’’ column. 

Thank you, Calvin. It will be interesting to see how 
your fellow readers react to your opinions. a 
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WRESTLING 


RETURNS 


TO NETWORK TV 


Wrestling’s return to network TV is one of the most significant 


developments in the sport’s history. 


Saturday Night’s Main Event provided some excellent mat action, 
but as our review shows, it also included a distasteful segment that threatens the 


BC’S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT it was 

bringing professional wrestling to net- 
work TV no doubt brought a collective smile 
to longtime followers of the sport. After all, it 
wasn't too long ago that the only way that 
wrestling could be seen on the tube 
was to twist the UHF loop attached to 
the back of the TV around in every 
conceivable direction. And then you'd 
still probably be watching through the 
haze of static interference. 

May 11, 1985, will go down as a 
historic night in the annals of pro 
wrestling. At 11:30 p.m. Eastern time, 
wrestling returned to network TV after 
nearly a 30-year absence. Though far 
less publicized than March’s “Wres- 
tleMania’’ extravaganza, the effects of 
this hour-and-a-half would be far 
more significant. Would wrestling be 
treated as it should be—that is as a 
competitive sport featuring talented 
athletes? Or would NBC try to exploit 
the entertainment angle that Vince 
McMahon and the WWF has worked 
so hard to build? 

We knew that Saturday Night's 
Main Event would be an independent 
co-production of NBC's Dick Ebersol 
and WWF head Vince McMahon. 
Ebersol, one of the creators of Satur- 
day Night Live and executive produc- “~~ 
er of the show for the last four years, 
certainly was instrumental in bringing 
the show to NBC, but he is not a 
sports producer, which was cause for 
concem to wrestling purists. Although the 
format of the show was a heavily guarded 
secret, it was known that action from the 
previous day’s Nassau Coliseum card would 
be used. 


credibility of the entire WWF 


By Stu Saks 


When Saturday Night’s Main Event came 
on the air, the Coliseum crowd was in a 
frenzy. (The fact that seconds before the 
show was taped Vince McMahon had an- 
nounced over the Coliseum’s public address 


— _ 


Opposite page: Vince McMahon looks very serious during a press 
conference to hype Saturday Night’s Main Event. Hulk Hogan is 
very serious as he stiff-arms Bob Orton during the NBC show's 
first taping at Long Island’s Nassau Coliseum. 


system that he ‘wanted to hear some 
noise”’ might have had something to do with 
that.) The TV announcers were Jesse Ven- 
tura and McMahon, which is good and bad. 
Ventura provides excelent color commen- 


tary. He knows the sport, he’s articulate, 
and while he might tend to favor those 
wrestlers that he calls friends, he is general- 
ly objective. McMahon, while he is a compe- 
tent blow-by-blow announcer, should not 
have been in on the telecast. (What 
kind of credibility would George 
Steinbrenner have if he were to an- 
nounce New York Yankee games?) 
As the head of the WWF, McMahon 
must feel responsible for selling the 
product instead of letting the product 
sell itself. He shouted rather than an- 
nounced for the full 90 minutes in an 
attempt to add excitement. Such an 
approach was a slap in the face to 
the viewer, who seeks information, 
not cheerleading. 

The action itself was outstanding. 
The main event matched Cowboy 
Bob Orton against WWF champion 
Hulk Hogan, and also drew Roddy 
Piper, Mr. T, and Paul Orndorff into 
the ring. Supporting the main event 
was a World Women’s title match be- 
tween Wendi Richter and former 
champion Fabulous Moolah; a sensa- 
§ tional six-man tag team match pitting 

Rick Steamboat, Barry Windham, and 

Mike Rotundo against The Iron Sheik, 

Nikolai Volkoff, and George Steele (in 

which “The Animal” got into an alter- 

cation with his partners); and Junk- 
yard Dog vs. Pete Doherty. 
Our only complaint with the TV 
coverage of the matches was the fre- 
quent cutaways for commericals, sometimes 
after the wrestlers had come into the ring, 
sometimes in the middle of matches. While 
no action was lost since the show was pre- 


(Continued on page 79) 


14 


ge BACK ISSUES OF am 


Imsice 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, ‘‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.”’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow, 

August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 

September 1974/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
June 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco. 

August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

April 1976/Stories include; Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco. 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 


November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling I, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

February 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Funk, Sammartino, Gagne, 

May 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Putski, Sheik, Race. 

August 1977/Stories include; Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 

September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 

March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling I], Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

duly 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 


AUGUST 1985 
October 1979/Stories include: Rich, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Putski. 
November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include; Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel, 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie, 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling Il, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammantino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne, 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
November 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Andre, Snuka. 
January 1982/Stories inciude: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 


October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories inciude: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

July 1983/Stories include; Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler, 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes, 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
January 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Rich, Superstar, Piper. 

February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include; Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs, The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A, 


| INSIDE WRESTLING Make Check Payable And Send To: ONLY 
OVULY74 C)OCT77 DAPR80 [AUGS82 (CIJUNES4 T.V. SPORTS 
AUG74 ONOV77 [MAYSO [MOSEPTS2 (JULY 84 s 
OSEPT74 ()DEC77. QvuNE8o DOCTS82 OC AUGB4 Box 48 3.00 EACH 
CINOV74 CIFEB78 [JULYso [NOV82 [iSEPT84 Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
OJUNE75 CIAPR78 ([AUGB0 CIDEC82 (OcTs4 
QAUG75 CMAUG78 (SEPTso OFEB83 (JNOV84 ; ’ ; 
SePt7s locT7s pDaoves CIMARSS DDECEs Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. Allow 34 weeks for delivery. 
OFEB76 (NOV78 (JANSi CAPRS3 [I JANSS : 
OMAR76 CIDEC78 (OFEBS1 CIMAY83 (LIFEBSS Number of Magazines Ordered: Amount Enclosed: $ 
| 1 APR OVJAN79 OAPR81 C4UNE83 [© MAR&5S 
} QJUNE76 OFEB79 [MAYS JULY 83 CAPR 85 PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 
OAUG76 (CIAPR79 [)JUNE81 CAUG&3 [© MAY8S 
| JSEPT76 [MAY79 [)SEPTB1 LISEPT83 (J JUNE85 NAME 
MOCcT76 OJUNE79 [.NOV8i OOCT83 (MJULY8S 
| ONOV76 CJULY79 QUJAN82 CINOV83 (CAUGSS 
MDEC76 [AUG79 [FEBS2 CDEC83 [ISEPT85S ADDRESS APT. 
] van77 COSEPT79 OMAR@2 QUJANE4 
OFEB77 QOCOOCT79 [)/APRB2 L[IFEBS4 
| Gmay77 GNOv79 Gmaye2 COMARB4 CITY 
CAUG77 OFEB8O [J JUNESs2 LAPR84 
C)SEPT77 OMAR80 [yULY82 [MAY 84 STATE ZIP 
| Do Not Order Any Issue Not Listed. Do Not Send Coins, 
Do Not Use Old Order Forms For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar (U.S.) for every back issue ordered for boat 


| In case of a sellout, indicate substitute issuer, 


Meee es ce er ee es ee ee ee 


Tail, and two dollars (U.S.) for every back issue sent by air mail. 


mam BACK ISSUES OF mam 


VICTORY \\ 
SPORTS 
SERIES 


* * 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


February 1975/Stories include; Andre, 


January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 
March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 
Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 
April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy, 
May 1983/Stories include: Samoan: 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 
June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 
July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 
August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 

ber 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 


October 1983/Stories include: Race, 


AUGUST 1984 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, | Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 


Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. November 1983/Stories include: 

June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- October 1980/Stories include: Patera, Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
raco, Funk, Lawler. Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
July 1975/Stories include: Valentine, November 1980/Stories include: Rich, | caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko, 
Sammartino, Race, Rhodes. Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers, January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- January 1981/Stories include: Valen- tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling Ii, April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
January 1976/Stories include; Sammar- March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- | ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

tino, Putski, Wrestling Il, Rhodes. moans, Blassie, Wrestling II, May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, May 1981/Stories include; Backlund, Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, | Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

tling Il, Inoki, Von Erich. Piper, Rich, Martel. July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
November 1976/Stories include: Sam- July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
December 1976/Stories include: Von August 1981/Stori : DIBi Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk, OCTOBER 1982 Slavgfte Marsh fond. Seed e September 1984/Stories include: Von 
ey 977/Stories include: Brody, May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, October 1981/Stories include: Funks, Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack, 
Andre, Wrestling Il, Mascaras, Brody, Valiants, Race. Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
February 1977/Stories include; Sam- July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling ll, | December 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke, Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, | August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- | January 1982/Stories include: Rich, Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 

Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, September 1979/Stories include: March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, | Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. Steamboat, Graham, Piper, Mascaras. Albano, Flair, Race. January 1985/Stories include: Von 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- | April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- | Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs, 

Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel: entine, Santana, Muraco, strongs, Valentine, Santana. February 1985/Stories include: War- 
July 1977/Storiés include: Backlund, December 1979/Stories include: Andre, | May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras, Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. Von Erich, Graham, Rich. March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, } January 1980/Stories include: Race, June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, | Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. Backlund, Snuka, Brisco, Reed, Albano, Piper. April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
November 1977/Stories include: Sam- February 1980/Stories include: Andre, | July 1982/Stories include; Rich, Sawyer, | Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. Flair, Steamboat. May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
September 1978/Stories include: March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- lust 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- | Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- | April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- | September 1982/Stories include: Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling II. Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
November 1978/Stories include; Fiair, May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- | October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

Andre, Ladd, Graham, caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. Rhodes, Santana, Piper. Share 1985/BONUS 4-PG, COLOR 
December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, | June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, November 1982/Stories include: Flair SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. Snuka, Piper, Blair. ‘ Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

February 1979/Stories include; Ladd, August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, | December 1 Stories include: September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
Flair, Idol, Heenan, Zoyazko, Von Erich, Albano. Rich, arnoe ieein hag 2 Siig gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
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Chris Adams’ superkick has been a major factor in his recent success in the World Class area, Adams uses the 
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BY LIZ HUNTER 


EN 


devastating maneuver against Mike Von Erich (left) Michael Hayes (center), and Kerry Von Erich, who is in the 
process of suplexing Jake Roberts (right). 


Bee ALWAYS BEEN the kind of 
a woman who reserves judg- 
ment on any situation until I’ve 
had the opportunity to examine all 
sides of the issue. 

As. far as “Gentleman” Chris 
Adams and his feud with the Von 
Erichs is concerned, | think the 
time has come to make a deci- 
sion. And I’m not speaking for 
myself; I’m speaking for the mil- 
lions of wrestling fans across the 
country who can’t. seem to come 
together with a cohesive view of 
this most controversial man. 

Personally, | like Chris. He’s 
“come a long way since his wres- 
tling days in California some years 
ago. He’s gained important expe- 
rience, and he’s gained a sophisti- 
cated maturity that has enabled 
him to reach significant heights of 
success in the World Class area 
over the last few years. 

In fact, Chris’ experience in the 
World Class area has also provid- 
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ed him with a devotion to physical 
conditioning that he never had be- 
fore. It’s no wonder: If you were 
constantly being compared with 
men like Kerry and Kevin Von 
Erich, men with near-perfect phy- 
siques, you’d want to work as 
hard as possible to: improve your 
own physique. 

And Chris has worked hard. 
Oveér the past year, I’ve noticed a 
definite improvement in his mus- 
cular definition and bulk. And that 
improvement has given him a re- 
newed self-confidence in the ring. 

But Chris has worked on far 
more than his body: He’s worked 
on ‘his style. 

Indeed, the superkick may be 
the most significant new move 
ever added to Chris’ repertoire. 
Delivered with astonishing speed, 
grace, and agility, the superkick is 
a devastating reverse karate 
thrust that has taken men like 
Kerry Von Erich, Michael Hayes, 


and Mike Von Erich off their feet. 
A hefty percentage of Chris’ vic- 
tories over the past year are di- 
rectly attributable to the superkick. 

And that also provided Chris 
with added self-confidence. 

And this is where the story of 
Chris Adams takes a most unfor- 
tunate turn. 

| believe that Chris’ split with 
the Von Erichs came about be- 
cause he was so self-confident, 
he felt that he could get along in 
life without a group of people 
that—until he turned his back on 
them—-he could truly call friends. 

So friends like Kerry and Kevin 
Von Erich were cast by the way- 
side for acquaintances like Gino 
Hernandez and Gary Hart—and 
we've already seen what can re- 
sult from even an acquaintance, 
much less a friendship, with the 
notorious Hart. 

For a while, though, it worked. 

(Continued on page 61) 


ORIENTAL WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM 


SIP ANCIENT CHINESE TEA 
CHANGE FROM FAT TO THIN 
NO STRENUOUS EXERCISE OR DRUGS 


ANCIENT WISDOM HELPS. 
SOLVE 
THE WEIGHT LOSS PROBLEM 


*STARTONTHE SHIN FU TEA 
WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM 
+ DRINK THE TEA 
* LOSE FLAB, POUNDS, 
BULGES, INCHES 

* WORKS FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN 
—=— ou are about to read news of 

an amazing way to lose 
eae Weight. For 2,000 years this 
weight reducing secret has helped 
keep people of the Far East slim, 
trim, attractive. Now this weight 
reducing wonder Is available to the 
Western world. This amazing 
program will reduce your weight 
and enable you to burn away fat, 
flab, fluids. Imagine eating 
delicious low calorie meals, then 
sipping a cup of tea after each meal 
and losing fat and flab without 
strenuous exercises, fad diets, 
drugs, or chemicals. Read the 
exciting message below and be 
prepared to soon see a new thinner, 


trimmer, much more attactive you. 
Think about it, have you ever seen a fat Chinese 
woman, an obese Chinese man? We are sure that 
in almost every case the answer is no. What is 
this Chinese secret of being thin, slim, almost 
never being overweight. bulging or unsightly? 
One out of every four people in the world is 


Chinese, how do the majority of these hundreds 
of millions of people stay thin and attractive? They 
almost all do it without fad diets, diet doctors, 
health spas, or weight loss books. Read and take 
advantage of their amazing secret 


WE GET LETTERS 

We have received letters from many satisfied 
customers, people who have purchased the Tea 
Weight Loss Program, put the program to use 
and have lost fatty pounds, surplus weight. These 
Satisfied men and women want to share their new 
thinner happiness with you in hopes that by taking 
advantage of their experience you too will soon 
lose ugly unwanted weight. 


Evelyn M. Hieatt, Campbell, CA 

Dear President: 

/ bought your tea program. Your offer is the first thing that 
worked. | have lost 19 pounds and it’s staying off. 

|'ve tried every diet there is, | think, 

through the years with no luck. It always 
seems to bounce back. | just wanted to say thanks 
for bringing your tea to this part of the world. 
Eva M. Mendes, Fairhaven. MA 02719 

Dear Sir: 

! am delighted with the results the tea program 
has brought me. | lose 4 pounds a week; in all | 
have lost 16 pounds. For me that is marvelous. 
Mary Jo McCoy, Cloverport. KY 

Dear Sir: | am writing to tell you | am well pleased 
So far with my tea diel program. | have been on it 
for two weeks. | drink one cup after each meal and 
| have lost 14 pounds so far. 


You liave just read the actual words of satisfied 
Shin Fu Tea Weight Loss Program customers. 
Join these people and enjoy life as a thinner 
attractive person. 


ANCIENT ORIENTAL SECRET WORKS 
WITHOUT SEVERE DIETS OR 
STRENUOUS EXERCISE 
The Weight Reducing Tea Program is one more 
amazing Oriental discovery now available to us 
in these modern times. This universal method 


GUARANTEE 

Tea of Shinfu type has helped produce 
weight control for centuries. We are therefore 
able to make this unconditional guarantee. 
Purchase the program. including the supply 
of tea that you desire. We suggest you take 
advantage of the multiple money saving 
discount offer. Follow the program, sip the 
tea, if you do not start losing weight. if you 
do not keep unwanted weight off. return the 
unused portion within 30 days for a refund in 
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TEA WAY COMPANY, LTD 


will enable you to achieve the weight loss that 
until now you have only dreamed about. You will 
start to lose calories your very first day on the 
program. The tea assists in the weight reduction 
work. Once you have achieved your glamorous 
new figure you will keep it. the weight will stay 
off as long as you stay on the program. You will 
be so proud and happy to dress up, go out with 
friends, or that someone special. 
COMPLETELY NATURAL, NO DRUGS 

Tea connoisseurs from all over the world admire 
the delicate bouquet. the deep aroma. the won- 
derful taste of ShinFu Tea. You will not only 
drink and enjoy it while losing surplus weight, 
but you will serve it to your guests and hear 
their words of appreciation as they ask how and 


- where you discovered this delicacy. Shin fu Tea 


is completely natural, containing no harmful 
drugs or chemicals of any kind, and as we said. 
aside from being one hundred percent natural 
it's absolutely delicious. Isn't this a wonderful 
way to lose pounds. fat. unwanted weight. You 
will lose fat and pounds without being known as 
an exercise fanatic. You will enjoy the benefits of 
steady weight loss while still enjoying meals and 
drinking a deliciously brewed tea 
SIP THE TEA, FOLLOW THE PROGRAM, LOSE 
WEIGHT, IT’S GUARANTEED —NO RISK 
You now know the story of Shin Fu Tea. The 
almost miraculous story of how you’ can eat 
delicious low calorie meals. avoid endless ex- 
ercise. fad diets while losing surplus pounds. 
but you must act now. There is no risk. The next 
step which is the first step toward your losing 
surplus weight without effort is up to you. It’s 
easy. Fill out the coupon below. There is no risk. 
Your weight loss must satisfy you or return the 
unused portion within 30 days for a refund in 
full. 


i 
i 
| 8599 Venice Bivd., Suite D Los Angeles, CA 90034 ! 
' Please send me the Shin Fu Tea Weight Loss h 
: Program and amount of guaranteed Shin Fu Tea - 
1 | have checked below 1 
; 15 Day Supply - Only $14.00 : 
1 plus $1.00 shipping & handling ' 
: 30 Day Supply - Only S26.95(SAVE$1.05) } 
' plus $2.00 shipping & handling ' 
: BIG 60 Day Supply- OnlyS4995(SAVE | 
1 plus $2.00 shipping & handling $5.05) ' 
: Charge my Visa — Mastercard — ' 
' 1 
| Acct # ——! 
| Exp. Date — H 
Signature ! 
i 
; Name : 
\ Address i 
' 
! i 
i i 
1 i 
i 1 
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IS FISTS CLENCH and his 

massive body stiffens. His 
jaw tenses, his face reddens, and 
if you’re really close you can see 
the veins in his temples bulge. 
But it’s the eyes—the eyes tell the 
story. They bulge, like your moth- 
er’s did when you knew you had 
annoyed her to the point where if 
you said another word, you would 
definitely get a beating. 

Watch out. Mind is starting to 
overcome matter. Hulkamania is 
about to run wild. 

It’s that instant in a match that 
makes Hulk Hogan the great 
competitor that he is. Say what 
you will about his wrestling skills. 
But how many wrestlers have the 
inner fortitude to say, “Do what 
you want to me, because it’s not 
going to hurt. I’m coming after 
you, and I’m gonna get you!” 

; Those are the words that Hulk 
+ Hogan’s eyes speak when he has 


© D & taken just a little too much from 
re6S5I1h his challenger and he’s mad as 
hell and he’s not gonna take it 

anymore. 


Ess 44. It happened recently at Madi- 
son Square Garden. Magnificent 

Muraco was doing a job on the 

oor WWE champ. He had weakened 


Hogan severely with an attack fo- 
cused on his left leg. When Ho- 


gan would get to his feet, he 

by Stu would only be up long enough to 
be sent to canvas by a karate 

chop or Muraco’s Asiatic spike. 

Saks Muraco lifted Hogan for a reverse 


piledriver, but the resourceful 
champion clamped his legs to- 
gether against his challenger’s 
ears and escaped before the ma- 
neuver could be completed. Both 
wrestlers were hurt at that point, 
but Muraco was the first to recov- 
er. With Hogan down on _ his 
knees, Muraco connected with a 
double chop to the base of the 

(Continued on page 74) 


YOU'LL LOOK SENSATIONAL 


INSTAN 


NO SUN! NO LAMPS! NO DRUGS! 


Get the world’s safest tan! 
Get the world’s fastest tan! 
Get the most affordable tan! 


AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO TAKE 
A PILL OR WAIT ONE MINUTE! 


Talk about good looks! Nothing makes you look better, 
healthier, more energetic than a rich, golden tan. We all 
know what some people will go through to achieve it. . . 
hours of sitting in the broiling sun or basking on a roof- 
top or sweltering under an expensive sun lamp . . . and 
now . . . some have even been induced to take pills... 
that promise to tan you from the inside. But how 
would you like to be able to put on a rich, satiny- 
finish golden tan as easily as putting on your clothes? 
And a more beautiful tan than you can get from the sun 
or a lamp or any pill! Marvelous INSTANTAN is here 
now and creating a whole new happy following of 
boosters. 


Lasts as long as a sun tan! 
Won't come off till you want it to! 


INSTANTAN is not just another cover-up. 
It’s an entirely new KIND of a product... 
that slips on as smooth as cream... sinks 
into the skin like a real suntan, without 
streaks or give-away signs of any kind and 
leaves you with a tan that’s better, safer 
and more flattering than any sunbather or 
suniamp sitter or pill-taker, Swim with it. 
Shower with it. But show it off as much as 
possible and watch them all envy that 
golden satiny, healthy-looking gloss. 


Great tan for your entire body! . 


We want to emphasize .. . INSTANTAN is GOOD for 
your skin. Its dermatologically formulated with a collec- 
tion of your skin's best helpers. . . plus an ingredient that 
adds a pigment developed with the aid of men’s fashion 
consultants to achieve the color and glow most flattering 
to macho men. It contains elements that no other product 
of its kind has ever been ableto boast before. It is indeed 
Science’s answer to a long-standing demand for a skin- 
tanning process that takes no time at all and does away 
with tedious methods now practiced. 


Costs less in time and money! 


Sun bathing takes lots of time and costs money in travel, 
lotions, and hours of basking in strong sunlight. 
INSTANTAN costs only pennies per application; 
takes only minutes and actually improves your skin 
better than lotions and balms and ointments costing up 
to ten times as much. And here’s one MORE but very 
important PLUS... INSTANTAN is teed... 
and we mean UNCONDITIONALLY . . . to be all we 

yy... and to do all we promise . . . as fast as we Say it 
will, All we want you to do is try dé. Spread a litle on 


your skin. See how great it FEELS. Notice how great it 
looks! That satiny golden sheen. That healthy 
beachcomber look. That jet-setter vacation affluence 
you emanate. You'll have the look you've been envying 
on others, The glow of success. The appearance of well- 
being. And underneath your tan, your skin will take on 
a fine, smooth tone that only a well-cared-for com- 
plexion has. 


High quality skin-care product. 
Guaranteed to improve your skin. 


Men of fair skin whom nature cheated out of the joy of a 
rich, healthy tan by making them turn beet-red and 
suffer pain, stop hiding from threatening ultra-violet 
rays! Your time has come! Spread on INSTANTAN and 
look marvelous! Stop worrying about the vulnerability 
to skin disease. INSTANTAN is good for fair skin 
especially! See how smooth, flexible and youthful your 
skin will become. Say goodbye to the lobster look 
and say hello to that rich, golden, satin-gloss look 
you've always wished for, Fair skin or olive skin . . . 
INSTANTAN is for you. Wait till you see for yourself! 


Not just a skin cover but a deep- 
down penetrating treatment. 


We want you to give INSTANTAN the quick-spread test. 

Just rub it on any part of your body. See how it sinks 
INTO your skin. How smoothly it spreads. How good it 
feels. And how its satiny finish looks like the perfect 
suntan in rich glow, color and texture. How natural! 
Your friends will compliment you .. . and envy you. 


INSTANTAN is the triumphant result 
of persistant, patient, extensive 
scientific research! 


Dermatologists, bio-chemists, pharmacists and 
researchers pooled their collective knowledge to bring 
forth a product that works like magic. Soothes, 
smooths, colors, nourishes, protects, improves and 


stays on. Then off it comes, completely and easily [~ 


WHEN YOU WANT IT TO. If that isn’t something to 
shout about, we don’t know our miracles . . . and we've 
brought forth a few. Try it yourself without risk. 


A personal note from us to you... 


Before INSTANTAN is offered through national 
retail channels, we have induced the laboratories not 
only to permit us to bring this wonder product to you 
by mail order, but to let us set the price as low as 


possible for a predetermined time. The great success 
we have had with over a dozen’new products in the 
very recent past has given us special prestige with 
research laboratories, not to mention an. enviable 
position among consumers. Our guarantee on all our 
products means a lot. 


WITH 
YOUR 


No more hours of broiling! No 
more waiting! Tan right away! 
GLOWING NATURAL BRONZE! 


Ever on the alert to bring our many friends new and 
wonderful products at prices they can well afford, we 
are justifiably proud to bring you INSTANTAN because 
we know of nothing else like it. So confident are we that 
you will not only delight in it but tell your closest friends 
and family about it that we have specially lowered the 
offering price in anticipation of extraordinarily large 
volume through recommendation. Only by trying it can 
you even begin to appreciate it. Therefore, we urge you 
to order now and get our quick delivery. 


If you’re not absolutely thrilled 
with what INSTANTAN does for 
you return it for full refund! 


What else can we do but impress upon you the fact that 
we take all the risk? How else can we convince you that 
we are 100% sincere when we make claims that are so 
sensational they are hard to believe? But if you try this 
product and for any reason feel even the slightest bit 
dissatisfied, we will gladly refund your money. Our good 
reputation is at stake, 


| NANCY JONES HEALTH WORLD, INC. Dept. 50Y ; (i 
'P.O. BOX 879, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 


te ] pavrectn| I can get my money back . . . no 
I delay or questions . . . 

i () Standard supply. . $6.95 

! CO) Double supply... 12.75 

; I am adding $1.00 to cover postage and handling. 


' 
; Name 
' 


| Address 


INTERVIEW 85 


DAVID SHULTZ 


David Shultz makes his living hitting people. It’s ironic that he is best known for hitting someone who isn’t a wrestler. 


Since 20-20 aired its report on wrestling on February 21 in which David Shultz twice hit investigative reporter John Stossel in the 
corridor of the Madison Square Garden dressing room, the wrestler has become better known for his one-minute appearance on 
ABC than for his entire 11¥-year career. David Shultz is willing to take his licks in the ring, but don't tell him that the sport of 
professional wrestling is fake. That was the mistake Stossel made just before Shultz knocked him to the floor twice with slaps to 


each side of the head. 


Since that incident, the man known world-wide as “Dr. D" has become perhaps the most feared man in wrestling. So feared, he 
Says, that certain wrestlers won't step into the ring with him. 


More than anything, David Shultz wants another chance to wrestle WWF champion Hulk Hogan. Hogan and Shultz have 
wrestled several times before and each time 22h champion and challenger have absorbed a tremendous amount of 
punishment. Shultz charges that Hogan is afraid to get back in the ring with him and that the WWF is protecting its champion. 


Shultz, who was raised in Nashville, Tennessee, and now makes his home in Connecticut, started wrestling as an amateur while 
stationed in West Germany in the Army. Upon returning to the United States, he trained five months under the guidance of 
wrestling promoter Herb Welsh. The 6’5”, 270-pounder made his pro debut in Malden, Missouri, in 1973, defeating Wayne Petty. 


In over a decade as a professional, Shultz has held the Mid-Southern tag team belts (with Dennis Condrey), the Southeastern tag 

team belts (with Bill Ash), the Southeastern heavyweight title, and the North American heavyweight title, which he won from Brett 

Hart in Canada and held for 18 months. Prior-to entering the WWF, Shultz wrestled in the AWA, where he claims to have beaten 
then-champion Nick Bockwinkel three times, each time being deprived of the title through a technicality. 


After the Stossel incident in December, Shultz received a $3,000 fine and a 90-day suspension from the New York State Athletic 
Commission. Shortly after the show was aired in February, Shultz was fired by WWF head Vince McMahon. After a short rest, he 
made a successful tour of Japan. When he returned to the United States, he wrestled in the Mid-Souther area. Still, he is 


determined to get a match with Hogan. 


“Hogan has become an obsession to him,” said Editor-in-Chief Stu Saks, who conducted the interview in Wrestling 85’s New 
York office along with Executive Editor Peter King, Senior Editor Bill Apter, Managing Editor Craig Peters, Associate Editor Eddie 
Ellner, and Editorial Assistant Laura Oechsler. “I’m convinced Shultz would wrestle him for free in an alley. He considers Hogan 

a bodybuilder, not a wrestler, and he resents the attention he is getting. Shultz feels he’s the toughest man in the sport, and he 


wants the opportunity io prove it.” 


Shultz is an independent thinker who is not afraid to say exactly what is on his mind. ‘‘He’s arrogant and quick-tempered,” Saks 
says, “but he is not out of control. Like he says, there is a difference between David Shultz and Dr. D. | was just glad that David 
Shultz was the man who came up to our office.” 


WRESTLING 85: The first thing 
most people think of when they 
hear the name “Dr. D” David 
Shultz is the 20-20 incident in which 
you hit John Stossel. We've heard 
John Stossel’s side. We haven't 
really heard your story firsthand. 
Here is your forum. 


ning. When | came out of the dress- 
ing room door, Vince McMahon met 
me at the door and said, ‘David, 
the TV is here. They are going to 
interview you. Blast him.’’ This guy 
.| comes up to me and he introduces 
himself as being from 20/20, and 
whatever his name was | don’t 
recall. 

WRESTLING 85: This was not John 
Stossel? 

SHULTZ: No, no. | did an interview 


SHULTZ: |’ll start right at the begin- — 


with him and the guy just made a 
fool out of himself. He even told me, 
“| feel like an idiot,” you know, and 
| said you look like one. Then John 
Stossel walked up and grabbed the 
mike. He had no press pass on to 
say who he is, and New York State 
Athletic Commission rules say the 
press will have a press pass. This 
guy sticks a mike in my face, cam- 
eras going, and you know he. was 
real cocky, and he asked about the 
business, you know, “Why is it a 
good business?” and | run it down 
to him. And then he says, “Well, 
okay, that’s good. I’m going to ask 
you the standard question.” And | 
say, “The standard question?” He 
said, “Yeah.” At that point, he 
didn’t ask me a question. He made 
a statement: “| think it's fake.” 


When he did, | showed him that | 
wasn’t fake. | mean, he didn’t ask 
me nothing; he told me. | even have 
the transcript from 20/20 where it is 
written out word by word. It’s a 
statement. 

WRESTLING 85: Would you have 
handled it differently if he would 
have asked you? 

SHULTZ: Sure. | mean he’s telling 
me I’m a fake. He’s not asking me 
a question. If he said, “Is wrestling 
fake?” | would’ve answered “No.” 
Eleven years it took me to get 
where | am at, then all of a sudden 
this guy comes up. He don’t do his 
homework—if he’d’ve checked on 
me, he’d know that | don’t do inter- 
views. Vince McMahon said | wasn’t 
on interviews because he said the 
TV stations didn’t want me because 
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| said too many [controversial] 
things. So why would [McMahon] 
come to me? Why didn’t he let one 
of his other guys do the 20-20 
interview? 
WRESTLING 85: 
Stossel. 

SHULTZ: Yeah! | slapped him. Now 
he said | hit him on his ear. | didn’t 
hit him on his ear. The first hit, you 
couldn’t tell by the camera, but | 
know where | hit the guy: | hit him 
up side the head. The second hit—I 
stopped the action frame by 
frame—and | caught him on the 
jaw. So the guy said he got perma- 
nent ear damage. | asked him, ‘“‘Is 
that fake?” | mean | slap somebody 
just about every match. 
WRESTLING 85: When Vince Mc- 
Mahon told you to blast Stossel, did 
he mean “blast” in the physical or 
verbal sense? 
SHULTZ: You know, 
show him up. 
WRESTLING 85: But not necessar- 
ily hit him. ; 

SHULTZ: Well no, not really. When 
| hit him, it was because he made a 
direct insult to me about my busi- 
ness, | mean defamation of charac- 
ter. After 11 years | spent in the 
business, he is going to show it all 
over the world and tell them that I’m 
a fake. | am anything but a fake. A 
lot of people get off watching me 
beat up people. If they call that en- 
tertainment, that’s good, but it’s got 
to a point where nobody takes noth- 
ing serious no more, except me. 
Vince McMahon himself said that | 
was too tough, too rough for profes- 
sional wrestling, that he doesn’t 
have a wrestler that wants to sign a 
contract to go against me. 
WRESTLING 85: Did you feel any 
regret at all right after the incident? 
Later on, after you went home, did 
you at any time think you shouldn’t 
have hit that guy? 

SHULTZ: Well, after you do some- 
thing like that, you think, well sure | 
shouldn't have hit him, but he 
shouldn't have been stupid, either. 
He shouldn’t have come up and 
tried to knock a reputation that took 
me 11 years to build, knock it down 
in one sentence on national TV. 
This is not local TV, you know, 
we’re talking about all over, and he 
should have better sense to do that. 
WRESTLING 85: Did Vince McMa- 
hon call you in and talk to you 
about what you did? 

SHULTZ: He told me | had to sign 
an apology to John Stossel and | 


So you hit 


really just 
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had to accept the 90-day suspen- 
sion and the $3,000 fine that the 
{New York State] Athletic Commis- 
sion was going to give me. He told 
me if | didn’t, they were going to try 
and pull my license all over the 
United States. So | asked him what 
| was going to do for three months. 
He said, ‘Don’t worry, I'll take care 
of you.” 

WRESTLING 85: Now this lead us 
to Los Angeles, where you were 
fired because, as we understand it, 
you had some kind of altercation 
with Mr. T. 

SHULTZ: Last August or Septem- 
ber, Mr. T was at the matches. A 
fan came at me and | slapped the 
fan two times. He ended up in Mr. 
T’s lap with beer all over Mr. T. T 
acted like he was mad, so | tried to 
get him to come into the ring, but 
he wouldn't. His road manager 
called the WWF office. Vince told 
me that they said, ‘Keep Shultz out 
of Los Angeles.’”’ | said, “What? 
Keep me out of Los Angeles? He 
don’t run the town, he don’t own it, 
so finally | was back out in Los An- 
geles February 9, 10, and 11, and 
the night of the matches, before the 
matches even started, Jay Strong- 
bow [who serves as an assistant to 
McMahon] comes to me and says, 
“Doc, you got to leave Mr. T alone 
if he is here, Caeser said to tell 
you.” “Who the hell is Caeser?” | 
asked. ‘‘Well, Caeser said to leave 
him alone so there’s no trouble,” he 
said. | said, “Hey, I’m protecting 
myself if the guy’s here.”” And then 
he said, “Okay, you can get your 
stuff." He said | was fired. The 
matches were going on and | want- 
ed to watch the match between Val- 
entine and Santana and | walked up 
to ringside. I'd say 12 to 15 police. 
man and security guards grabbed 
me and removed me from the are- 
na handcuffed. | mean chained my 
legs together, put my arms behind 
my back. By the time | got the 
handcuffs off, my hands were blue. 
There is no feeling in this thumb 
now. 

WRESTLING 85: | assume you 
went to see McMahon at his office 
in Connecticut when you got back 
home. 

SHULTZ: | came home and | asked 
Vince if | was fired. | told him he 
was being taped in case | have to 
go to court with him. He said, “Yes, 
you're fired.’’ Then he contradicted 
himself. | asked why, and he said, 
“Il don’t know, | haven't talked to 


Jay Strongbow yet.” So if he hadn't 
talked to Jay, how could he fire 
me? | mean he already talked to 
him, but he didn’t want to give me a 
reason. | said, “Will you give me a 
reason in writing,” and he said, 
“No.” 

WRESTLING 85: And you feel 
there were legal grounds to prevent 
your firing. 

SHULTZ: | mean you can fire an 
independent contractor under the 
Connecticut contract laws, | think. 
But | wasn’t an independent con- 
tractor. -He gave me a severance 
check, which made me an employ- 
ee. | mean you don’t give an inde- 
pendent contractor severance pay. 
WRESTLING 85: The contract 
didn’t give you any of the rights as 
farrdss 

SHULTZ: No, all the contract does 
is give him rights. It’s all for him. He 
wouldn't give The Samoans a . 
match for three months, four 
months. They went to work some- 
where else, and they [McMahon 
and Titan Sports] filed a lawsuit 
against them for breach of contract. 
WRESTLING 85: Your feelings 
about Vince McMahon are clear 
from a business point of view. How 
do you feel about him as a promot- 
er? What do you think about those 
TNT type shows? 

SHULTZ: | think they're a joke. 
They are trying to change the sport, 
but there are guys like me, and The 
Samoans, and The Road Warriors, 
and Randy Savage who won't 
change. 

WRESTLING 85: Will McMahon's 
style of promotion—WrestleMania, 
the rock 'n’ wrestling connection, 
etc.—hold over the long haul? 
SHULTZ: No, it won't hold. It's-a 
thing that he’s trying to make work. 
Anything will work for a while, but it 
finally gets down to who is the 
toughest. | mean, | spent 11 years 
in the ring. Mr. T backed down from 
me. Why should’ he get to wrestle 
with Hogan against Orndorff and 
Piper? 

WRESTLING 85: Speaking of the 
WWF champion, | know you have a 
grudge with Hogan. 

SHULTZ: That’s right. It started 
back in 1983. We had a match in 
Minneapolis. | got 18 stitches and | 
don’t know how many stitches he 
got. | had an artery in my head cut 
and a light concussion. They said it 
wasn’t enough to be hospitalized, 
but it did cost me about $600 worth 
of work inside my head and sewing 


Shultz told Wrestling 85 that contrary to John Stossel’s claim, he di 
the reporter on the ears. The first slap (described above) ‘‘was upside the 
head.” The second slap (described right) “caught him on the jaw.” 


stuff up. So it started there, and 
then the next month he was sup- 
posed to be back in Minneapolis for 
an eight-man tag team match. He 
wouldn’t show up. Then | found out 
he was coming to the WWF, so the 
only thing | could do was quit the 
AWA and go to New York after him 
because that’s where the money 
was. So | come up here and the 
last match | had with him in the 
Garden he was sent to the hospital 
with seven stitches in his elbow and 
his knee dislocated. One day | no- 
ticed he was on the same plane | 
was. | walked up to him and told 
him when the plane hit the ground 
that | would whip his ass. From 
then on, | haven’t been able to get 
a match with him. 

WRESTLING 85: You feel the 
WWF is protecting him from you? 
SHULTZ: Sure they're protecting 
him. If they weren’t protecting him, 
why wouldn’t they give me a 
match? | mean if he beats me, |’ll 
quit. | mean, really, I'll just quit. 
WRESTLING 85: In our sister mag- 
azine Pro Wrestling _ Illustrated, 
we've been polling the fans as to 
what they think of Hogan strictly 
from a wrestling point of view. What 
do you think of him as a wrestler? 
SHULTZ: He is not a wrestler, he is 
not a fighter. He’s a weightlifter, he 


not slap 


is into bodybuilding. As far as him 
lasting, I'll say 15 minutes of hard 
fighting and he’s gone. 
WRESTLING 85: So you say Ho- 
gan wants no part of you. 
SHULTZ: When you come down to 
me and him, I’m offering to quit. 
Eleven years | put into this business 
and I’m offering to quit. I’ll get an- 
other job if | can’t beat him. | mean 
I’ve challenged him in Japan, I’ve 
challenged him in Puerto Rico, | 
mean everywhere. If he’s the World 
champion, why don’t he defend the 
belt? | mean they're scared that I’m 
going to hurt the guy, and | am 
going to hurt the guy. 
WRESTLING 85: Right now you are 
not hooked up with any wrestling 
promotion. Why is that? 

SHULTZ: Everybody is afraid of 
me. People are naturally scared of 
me. They’ve seen what | can do. 
They've seen what | have done to a 
number of different people. 
WRESTLING 85: Intimidation is a 
major part of wrestling. What gives 
someone that tough-man image? 
SHULTZ: A tough guy is having the 
guts to do something. | mean if you 
got a baseball bat and you can’t hit 
a guy with it, it don’t do you no 


ood. 
WRESTLING 85: Before Wrestle- 
Mania, in March, Hulk Hogan and 


Mr. T were on a cable-TV talk show, 
Hot Properties. Richard Belzer, the 
host of the show, asked Hogan to 
demonstrate a wrestling hold on 
him. Hogan applied a front facelock 
on Belzer, who required eight stitch- 
es when he fell to the floor uncon- 
scious. In light of your experience 
with John Stossel, what are your 
feelings on this incident? 
SHULTZ: | think that | was discrimi- 
nated against. If the New York Ath- 
letic Commission suspended me for 
slapping a guy, why don’t they sus- 
pend him for almost killing a guy? | 
mean, when you take a hold like 
that and put it on a guy, it is cutting 
oxygen off to the brain. The guy 
blacks out, he faints, and then you 
let him go on purpose knowing he’s 
going to hit his head. | think he 
should have been suspended. But if 
he had been. suspended, they couldn't 
have WrestleMania. 
WRESTLING 85: Hogan, obviously, 
will not be remembered for the 
Richard Belzer incident. But when 
David Shultz walks down the street, 
everybody says, ‘‘Oh, that’s the guy 
who hit John Stossel.” 
SHULTZ: Yeah, it’s bad. 
WRESTLING 85: How do you react 
to it? 
SHULTZ: Well, you can’t go no- 
(Continued on page 62) 
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BABY DOLL 
NICKLA ROBERTS: 


“i LIVE TO PLEASE 
TULLY BLANCHARD!" 


ABY DOLL NICKLA Roberts is 

on the cutting edge of a revolu- 
tion in professional wrestling. As Tully 
Blanchard’s valet, she has had a pro- 
found effect on his success in the Mid- 
Atlantic area. 

Many wrestlers have valets: Jim 
Garvin has Precious, Exotic, Adrian 
Street has Miss Linda, and Rip Rogers 
has Brenda Brittan. But only Nickla 
Roberts is known as “The Lady Gi- 
ant.”’ At 6°1”’, 205 pounds, Baby Doll 
is no baby—she is a force to be reck- 
oned with should she choose to inter- 
fere in one of Blanchard’s matches. 
And she has chosen that course of ac- 
tion on many occasions. 

What makes Nickla even more for- 
midable is the fact that she has a wide 
range of professional wrestling knowl- 
edge. Prior to becoming Tully’s “‘Per- 
fect 10,” Nickla served as Gino Her- 
nandez’s valet in the World Class area. 
Her observations of opponents in both 
the World Class and Mid-Atlantic ar- 
eas have only served to aid Blanchard 
in his own quest for success. 

Associate Editor Craig Peters spoke 
with Baby Doll about her most unique 
career in professional wrestling. 
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Q: First off, I want to thank you, 
Baby D-, er, Nickla, uh, Miss 
Roberts, um—well, what would 
you prefer I call you? 

A: Nickla is fine. I like it when only 
Tully calls me Baby Doll. 

Q: Fine, Nickla it is. Since this is your 
first real in-depth interview that 
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Anytime I interfere in one of 
_ Tully’s matches, I’m 
completely justified. Why 
don’t you ask Dusty Rhodes 
why he’s so cowardly that he 
has to attack Tully from 
behind? 
99 


will be published in a_ national 

magazine, there are a lot of ques- 

tions I want to ask you. First of 

all, did Tully have anything to say 
about your granting an interview? 

_ What I mean is did you have to 
clear this interview through him? 

A: No, not at all. I wanted to do the 
interview, and that was that. I’m 


not Tully’s slave. 


: But you do follow Tully’s orders, 


don’t you? 


: I don’t think you understand the 


depth of the relationship between 
Tully and myself. I’m not a fluffy 
plaything for Tully to show off on 
television and then throw aside 
when he’s done with me. I don’t 
follow Tully’s orders, I follow my 
own conscience. 


: But your conscience tells you to do 


things that, pretty obviously, bene- 
fit Tully and his career. I mean to 
say, your blatant interference in his 
matches ... 


: Anytime I interfere in one of 


Tully’s matches, I’m completely 
justified. Why don’t you ask Dusty 
Rhodes why he’s so cowardly that 
he has to attack Tully from be- 
hind? That’s why I interfere, to 
protect Tully. I’m a second pair of 
eyes for Tully, and I believe that 
I’ve prevented him from suffering 
a few serious injuries because of it. 


: Are you paid by Tully for your 


services? 


: I don’t think that’s anyone’s busi- 


ness but my own, 


es 
enti: 


AY ae, 
2p. aa 4 x 
— a # . “ ., b 
J ‘ f 
\ \ 


Oreo 


66 


Sure, I do a lot of things for 


Tully. But I do them 
because I want to do them, 
not because I’m fold to do 

them. That’s a very big 
difference. 
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Q: 
A: 


Do you and Tully live together? 
That’s none of your business, 
either. 


: But you do travel together, don’t 


you? I mean, one night one town, 
the next night another town, 
doesn’t ... 


: Next question, please. 
: Okay. Uh... 


well, a very basic 
question, Nickla: Do you enjoy be- 
ing Tully’s valet? 


: I don’t really think of myself as a 


valet. What does the word “‘valet’’ 
mean, anyway? See, I have a very 
special relationship with Tully. 


: You’re his “Perfect 10.” 
: That’s right. 
: Do you consider it an honor to 


have been chosen as Tully’s ‘‘Per- 
fect 10’? 


: I think a lot of the wrestling an- 


nouncers on television and writers 
in the magazines have oversimpli- 
fied the concept of ‘‘Perfect 10.’ 
That makes me appear very shal- 
low and simpleminded, and I am 
certainly not shallow or 
simpleminded. 


: Then let me ask you this question: 


exploited by Tully? I mean... 


: Exploited? No, I’m not being ex- 


ploited. You’re either trying to trap 
me into an answer you want to 
hear, or you’re looking at me and 
Tully as simply as so many other 
people have been looking at us. 
Everyone is trying to imply that 
Tully is some sort of Svengali who 
controls my every move, and that’s 
just not the case. Sure, I do things 
for Tully. I do a lot of things for 
Tully. But I do them because I 
want to do them, not because I’m 
told to do them. That’s a very big 
difference. 


: So you’re very happy with your 


relationship with Tully. 


: Absolutely. I love doing things for 


Tully. I live to please Tully Blan- 
chard. And there’s nothing wrong 
with that. It sounds like you’re try- 
ing to imply that the only reason I 
like to please Tully is because he 
holds some sort of sinister power 
over me. Tully doesn’t hold any 
power over me. And to imply that 
he does is missing the point 
entirely. 


Aren’t you allowing yourself to be Q: Why did you leave Gino Hernan- 


Tully Blanchard is about to intervene as the argument between 
Dick Slater (standing in the ring) and Nickla Roberts appears to 
be leading to a physical confrontation. 


I don’t conform to anyone’s 
ideas of me except my own. 
I am what I want to be, and 
the hell with anyone who 
doesn’t accept me for 
whatI am. 
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With referee Tommy Young almost unconscious, Magnum T.A. has to hold himself back Q: And Tully does accept you for 
from slugging Roberts, whose interference is the reason for the blood on his face (above). what you are? 
Roberts makes sure the coast is clear for Blanchard’s return to the ring (below). A: Absolutely. We complement each 


dez in the World Class area? 

: Ah, now there you’ve hit upon a 
nice example of what I’ve been 
talking about. See, at first Gino 
was very much like Tully. He was 
very kind to me, very respectful of 
me, and in turn I was very kind 
and respectful to him. 

: But then he changed? 

: He began expecting that I would 
conform to his idea of the kind of 
woman I should be for him, not 
what I wanted to be for him, and 
for myself. See, I don’t conform to 
anyone’s ideas of me except my 
own. I am what I want to be, and 
the hell with anyone who doesn’t 
accept me for what I am. I don’t 
stand for anyone making unreason- 
able expectations on me. Gino 
didn’t want to accept me as I was, 
so I left him. 


> O > 


other’s personalities _ perfectly. 
That’s part of the ‘Perfect 10” 
concept. It’s part of why he and I 
are so close, and why I am so 
devoted to him. 


: So what you’re saying is that if 


Tully someday -adopted the same 
kind of attitude towards you that 
Gino did, if Tully started expecting 
you to do things for him that you 
didn’t want to do, you would leave 
him too? 


: That’s a very big ‘‘if.”’ 
: But if he did... 
: If he did, I probably would leave 


him. But I can never imagine Tully 
being that kind of a man. Never. 
He’s wonderful. He’s on his way 
to total domination of the Mid- 
Atlantic and the NWA ... and 
he’s bringing me with him, right to 
the top! Oo 

2: 


Every issue, reporters from 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
will participate in an incisive 
press conference with a top 
wrestling star. The questions 
will be demanding. And the 
answers will reveal the 
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F THE VOTE was left up to the 

Mid-South wrestling fans, Hack- 
saw Duggan could be sitting in the 
White House, and considering Dug- 
gan’s past that’s quite a statement. 
As “Crazy” Jim Duggan, he was one 
of the most hated men in wrestling, 
regularly getting into feuds with 
such popular favorites as Dusty 
Rhodes, Butch Reed, and Junkyard 


' Dog. 


Duggan, however, swore off his 
rulebreaking ways several years ago 
and has not looked back since. The 
relationship he has developed with 
the Mid-South fans was closely 
documented on nationwide televi- 
sion when NBC's SportsWorld ran 
an hour-long special, examining the 
world of professional wrestling, in 
January. 

Viewers of that SportsWorld edi- 


Hacksaw Jim Duggan, whose love for his coun- 
try has made him a hero in the Mid-South, 
applies a front facelock on Butch Reed. 


tion saw something very special: a 
wrestler and his fans in perfect har- 
mony, relying on each other for 
strength and support. Duggan, who 
has taken up the cause of American 
patriotism with -a Sgt. Slaughter-like 
zeal, is the perfect complement to 
the Mid-South area and its fans, citi- 
zens who are not shy in their sup- 
port for all things American. 

Today, Duggan, and his foot- 
stomping brand of nationalism, is 
concentrating on ridding the Mid- 
South of Gen. Skandar Akbar, Steve 
“Dr. Death’ Williams, Kamala, and 
Ted DiBiase, for whom Duggan has 
an especially intense hatred. 

Assistant Editors Eddie Ellner and 
Dan Shocket, and Associate Editor 
Craig Peters spoke with Duggan 
about his former life as a rulebreak- 
er, his relationship with the fans and 
his country, and his wardrobe. (Dug- 
gan was recently voted the best- 
dressed wrestler in the Mid-South, 
one award that Duggan acknowl- 


edges slightly red-faced.) 


“ll want Ted DiBiase. His disrespect for other people, 
the intentional way he goes about injuring people, 
it’s just terrible. I hate him.” 


DAN SHOCKET: My, my, Jimmy 
Duggan. Congratulations on your be- 
ing honored as the best-dressed 
wrestler in the Mid-South, land of 
bib overalls and flannel. T-shirts. 
EDDIE ELLNER: Y'know, why do you 
have to start in every month? Why 
can’t you ever be nice? | think Hack- 
saw dresses very nicely. | was just 
admiring his collection of black 
sweatshirts. 

CRAIG PETERS: Both of you guys, al- 
ready, huh! We're here to talk wres- 
tling, not fashion. Jeez! Now, Hack- 
saw, what's going on between you 
and Ted DiBiase? 

HACKSAW DUGGAN: Thank you, 
Craig. Although I’m a little embar- 
rassed, I’m also very proud that the 
fans of the Mid-South think enough of 
me to vote me as the best-dressed . 
wrestler down here. DiBiase feels that = : re 
he deserves the award, so we've had a = ‘ 
couple of Tuxedo death, matches. re : oF ssa sig oes 
SHOCKET: You've had what? Of all reasons to feud, Duggan and Ted DiBiase are battling over the right to be called the best- 
DUGGAN: Tuxedo death matches. dressed wrestler in the Mid-South. It might not sound serious, but when it comes down to cage 
We -both come to the ring wearing matches, it is very serious! 
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tuxedos and fight under Texas death 
style rules. 

SHOCKET: That's the most ridiculous 
thing I’ve ever heard of. It’s like go- 
ing to the zoo and watching pen- 
guins mate. 

PETERS: Uh, hoo. That Danny boy 
sure is funny, isn’t he Hacksaw? 
DUGGAN: Yeah, real funny. About as 
funny as a cold sore. 

ELLNER: Hacksaw, what | admire 
about you most is the relationship 
you've developed with the fans. 
They adore you, while a few short 
years ago they wanted to string- you 
up from the highest tree. What 
caused the turnaround? 

DUGGAN: | feel a kinship to the fans 


down here, Eddie. | believe in the 
same things they believe in. My values 
are simple, my sense of right and 
wrong | like to think is sensible’ and 
moral. | was confused as a rulebreak- 
er. | wanted success and | got impa- 
tient. | thought the quickest way to 
grab it was to break the rules. What | 
forgot was that if you reach for suc- 
cess at the expense of everything else, 
then it’s not worth it. Without the re- 
spect of your friends and the fans— 
and to me they are one and the 
same—success isn’t worth it. Now, | 
feel like it’s all come together. 
SHOCKET: Thank you Benjamin 
Franklin. 

DUGGAN: You got it, buddy. Just like 


Duggan dresses down a little for his street brawl with Hercules Hernandez. The Hacksaw sends his 
rival crashing to the mat. 
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Ben Franklin, who helped this country 
gain its independence, who stood for 
American values and ‘for right over 
wrong. 

SHOCKET: And who dressed better 
than you. 

PETERS: What's next for Hacksaw Jim 
Duggan? Are there any titles you'd 
like to go after? Any wrestlers in par- 
ticular you’d like to put on ice? 
DUGGAN: All kidding aside, | want 
Ted DiBiase. That best-dressed_ stuff 
just sugarcoats how | really feel about 
him. You remember what he did to 
the Armstrongs. That’s the kind of law- 
lessness that has to be stopped. His 
disrespect for other people, the inten- 
tional ways he goes about injuring 
people, it’s just terrible. | hate him. | 
wish he still had the North American 
belt—that would add insult to injury 
when | stomp him if | could take the 
belt away, too. But it’s in good hands 
with Terry Taylor. 

FLLNER: What about Skandor Akbar? 
How far does your love for America 
really stretch? 

DUGGAN: Akbar is another guy who 
makes me ill. How can anyone make 
their living in this country and still 
make fun of it? I’ll get him, too. And 
Kamala. Don’t forget Kamala. He’s an- 
other foreign animal who doesn’t un- 
derstand how lucky he is to be in 
America. 

SHOCKET: Tell me Jimbo, have you 
seen a doctor about your foot yet? 
DUGGAN: My foot? There’s nothing 
wrong with my foot. 

SHOCKET: But you're always stomp- 
ing it up and down. | keep thinking 
it was asleep. Either that or you were 
trying to kill bugs in the ring. 
PETERS: | think this is as good a time 
as any to end this interview. Hack- 
saw, it’s been our pleasure to speak 
with a man like you. Good luck to 
you, Sir. 

ELLNER: You're a role model for 
many people Hacksaw and | thank 
you for your time. You're the reason 
that a lot of people come out to the 
matches. Keep up the good work. 
DUGGAN: Why, fellas, the pleasure 
was all mine, | try my hardest. That's 
all you can ask from anyone, O 


Magnum T.A., 
VS. 
Tully | 
Blanchard: 


OPPOSITES 
ATTRACT 


—MAYHEM! 


They are as different as two men 
can be. Forget that Magnum T.A. 
and Tully Blanchard are about 
the same age. Forget that each 
man holds one of wrestling’s 

most prestigious titles. Forget 
that both men are currently stars 
of wrestling’s highest-rated and 
most-watched television 


* 


program, World Championship 
Wrestling. Tully Blanchard and 
Magnum T.A. are very different - 


6G eg EVEN the thought 

that | can be compared to 
Magnum T.A. an_ insult,” Tully 
Blanchard says. “| don’t have to 
brag that I’m the better wrestler. 
That's been proven time after 
time. But his lifestyle—tet’s face it, 
T.A.’s idea of a fun night is talking 
wrestling strategy with Dusty 
Rhodes. One time, Baby Doll said 
she thought T.A. was ‘cute.’ | 
locked her in the basement for a 
week because of that.” 


In the ring, Blanchard, who is 
the reigning NWA World television 
champion, wrestles like he talks. 
His arrogance and cockiness are 
overwhelming, and few fans can 
stomach his smug egotism. Not 
surprisingly, Blanchard has few 
nice things to say about the fans. 

“Fans are a necessary evil of 
wrestling,” Blanchard says with a 
sneer. “As long as they pay to 
get in, they can boo or cheer 
whoever they want. But they’re 

Photos by Eddie Cheslock 


basically simpleminded. So natu- 
rally, they root for someone they 
perceive to be as simpleminded 
as they are. Or, in plain English, 
they prefer Magnum to myself.” 

Blanchard honestly doesn’t 
care that wrestling fans almost 
unanimously despise him. He is 
so self-centered that he truly be- 
lieves he is right and the rest of 
the world is wrong. His feelings of 
superiority are real. As one wres- 
tling observer put it, “Some peo- 
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ple claim that Tully has an inferi- 
ority complex and that he acts the 
way he does simply to cover his 
feelings of inferiority. But that’s 
not true. Tully isn’t covering up 
anything. That’s the way this guy 
truly is.” 

Magnum T.A. has a different 
philosophy than Blanchard’s, both 
as a wrestler and as a man. “I 
simply can’t respect someone like 
Blanchard,” says Magnum, the 
NWA’s U.S. champion. ‘“‘He takes 
shortcuts in the ring that | can’t 
condone. And the way he drags 
Nickla Roberts around as if she 
was just another possession of 
his—that’s inexcusable. Some- 
times | see the success that Tully 
has achieved and it makes me 
angry. | was brought up to believe 
that there’s a right way and a 
wrong way of doing things. | still 
believe it.” 

A feud between the two men 
would have been a natural, even 
if they had similar morals. T.A. 
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and Blanchard both want Ric 
Flair's NWA World title, and in the 
competitive world of pro wrestling, 
if one man can prove he’s clearly 
better than the other, it will help 
him get more shots at the coveted 
belt. 

With all of these factors sur- 
rounding the two men, it’s no sur- 
prise that every time Magnum 
and Blanchard wrestle each other, 
there is more than a tinge of ha- 
tred brought into the ring. The 
matches are usually contested for 
Magnum’s U.S. championship, 
because that title is considered 
slightly more prestigious than 
Blanchard’s_ television title. No 
doubt, this puts even more pres- 
sure on T.A. 

“I’m usually the defending 
champion,” T.A. says, “so it 
means | can’t make a mistake. If | 
lose, I’ve got no belt, and then I’d 
have to prove myself all over 
again. But if Tully loses, he’s still 
the television champion. And he 
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The fierce action is evidence of the hatred that exists between 
these two men. Blood streams down Tully Blanchard’s face as 
Magnum T.A. squeezes with his powerful forearms (left). Blan- 
chard’s knuckles open up a gash over T.A.’s eyes (above). 


has always flatly refused to put 
his title on the line against me. | 
know it’s a form of psychological 
warfare, but heck, I’m the U.S. 
champion, so | guess | have to 
get used to that kind of bull.” 

Not surprisingly, Blanchard 
finds .A.’s words amusing. 
“Magnum is so damn screwed up 
its almost funny,” Blanchard 
says. “Listen to him! You’d think 
that all | do is stay up nights plot- 
ting ways to make Magnum ‘un- 
happy. Well, | do stay up nights, 
but believe me, I’ve got better 
things to think about than Mag- 
num T.A.” 

In a recent match between the 
two, the verbal insults exploded 
into physical warfare. As the 
match began, Blanchard was his 
usual smirking self—until he was 
sent crashing to the mat by:a 
hard belly-to-back suplex. Mag- 
num’s speed and strength in the 
ring are unquestionable, and 
when he keeps a level head and 


doesn’t get too enraged, he is al- 
most unbeatable. 

Blanchard was forced into us- 
ing rulebreaking tactics very early, 
and although he was constantly 
warned by the referee, Tully knew 
that the official wouldn’t disqualify 
him unless he did something real- 
ly flagrant; too many people had 
paid to see this match, and they 
wanted action, not a quick DQ. 
“Scientific rulebreakers”’ like Tully 
make a career of knowing how 
much they can get away with in 
the ring. 

After about 30 minutes of al- 
most nonstop action, it was obvi- 
ous that Tully’s eye-gouges and 
kicks were taking their toll. Mag- 
num was definitely slowing down, 
although he was still in charge. 
Blanchard bodyslammed_ T.A., 
who couldn’t properly break the 
impact of the fall because of his 
fatigue. As Magnum lay on the 
canvas in pain, the smug smile 
returned to Tully’s lips. 

It has been said that Tully Blan- 
chard’s worst enemy is Tully. Blan- 
chard. Instead of pressing his ad- 
vantage, Blanchard taunted the 
crowd by strutting around the 
ring. Magnum was able to use 
these precious few seconds to re- 
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T.A lifts his knee directly into Blanchard’s face (above). Back in the ring, Magnum T.A. cover, and instead of being an 
holds Tully’s head to the mat and drives his fist underneath his chin (below). Magnum T.A., 
the consummate athlete, dreads this type of encounter. 


easy pin victim, T.A. was able to 
get up and battle defensively until 
the cloud of pain passed from his 
body. From this point on, the 
match was fairly even, and after 
an hour of exhausting action, the 
time-limit bell rang. 

While Tully seemed content at 
the verdict, Magnum was not. “1 
really want to beat him bad,” T.A. 
said in his dressing room. “It’s 
very important that | prove that his 
way of doing things is the wrong 
way.” After a few seconds of si- 
lence, in a very serious tone he 
added, ‘Every time | see some- 
one like Tully taking shortcuts and 
being successful, | ask myself if 
the hard work is worth it. | mean, 
why shouldn’t | cheat in the ring 

(Continued on page 63) 
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n Days Of 
Blood And Glory 


THE ROAD 
WARRIORS 
IN VADE JAPAN! f 


Not content gens eee mpetition they’ve been facing in the 
Inited S The Roaa Warriors and Paul Ellering set outto 
Thei ‘first target for destruction: Japan! 
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By Craig Peters 


RECIOUS PAUL ELLERING 

folded his arms across his 
chest and laughed with hearty 
satisfaction. The bristles of new 
growth that decorated his chin 
made me nervous; a new beard 
seemed to imply a new Ellering, 
and | wasn’t sure yet whether the 
“new” Ellering was_ significantly 
different from the “old” Ellering—| 
wasn’t even sure if | wanted to 
find out if there were any 
differences. 

“So, my boy, you want to know 
about Hawk and Animal’s tour of 
Japan, do you?” Ellering chuck- 
led as he spoke, and for a mo- 
ment | thought of Farrari (Sydney 
Greenstreet) in Casablanca, his 
arms folded across his prominent 
stomach, chuckling as he as- 
sumes ownership of Rick (Hum- 
phrey Bogart) Blaine’s nightclub, 
“Rick’s Cafe Americain.” 

| was not sitting on the visitor's 

‘ side of Ellering’s massive oak 
desk to discuss the French resis- 
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tance in Morocco during World 
War Il. Yet the thought Road War- 
riors Hawk and Animal invading 
Japan seemed as far away and 
otherworldly as the likelihood of 
seeing Bogart himself _ stroll 
through the door of Ellering’s Min- 
neapolis office. 

“Let me first explain that those 
puny Japanese wrestling fans 
have never in their entire lives wit- 
nessed such a phenomenon as 
The Road Warriors,” Ellering said 
with pride. “As soon as the word 
got out that Hawk and Animal 
were coming to Japan, every sin- 
gle one of the Japanese wrestling 
magazines scrambled to get the 
Warriors on their covers. 

“Never before in the history of 
professional wrestling have any 
athletes received the advance 
publicity as Hawk and Animal re- 
ceived prior to their tour of Ja- 
pan,” Ellering declared. 

Indeed, Ellering’s boast has a 
great deal of validity to it. 

“The advance publicity for 
Hawk and Animal was very, very 
big,” said noted Japanese wres- 
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tling journalist Jimmy Suzuki. “For 
two months before Hawk and Ani- 
mal and Ellering come to Japan, 
they made the covers of all the 
Japanese magazines. Fans in Ja- 
pan were very excited to see The 
Road Warriors.” 

Why was the anticipation so 
high among the fans in Japan? 

“Japanese fans are very tuned 
in to wrestling,” Suzuki explained. 
“They know what happens in 
United, States as much as they 
know what happens in Japan. 
They know that The Road War- 
riors have a very big reputation in 
the United States, and that they 
hold AWA World tag team belts. 
When you hear so much about a 
team, you have a big desire to 
see that team.” 

Ellering, however, had a slightly 
different explanation. 

“The Japanese people were 
simply overawed by the visual im- 
pact and physical power that 
Hawk and Animal possess,” Eller- 
ing said. “When you have a puny 
five-foot-nothing Japanese fan 
looking up at a six-foot-plus demi- 

(Continued on page 78) 
37 


The Man Other Wrest 


BRUISER 


Bruiser Brody has few titles to his credit. Rarely has 
he been involved in a long-lasting feud. He doesn’t 
stay in one area long enough to establish any kind of 
reputation at all. So, why is he about the most 
feared and respected wrestler in the country? 


OR EVERY ACTION, there is an 

equal and opposite reaction. 
Which means after every Bruiser 
Brody match, somewhere in the uni- 
verse, planets are bursting apart, tidal 
waves are ravishing seasides, and volca- 
noes are leveling towns. 

Bruiser Brody sweeps into his 
matches like a cossack on sack and 
pillage patrol, leaving his opponents vi- 
olated and the fans gasping as if they 
had emphysema. Brody doesn’t just 
wrestle; his matches are more like 
search and destroy missions. Brody is 
Rambo revisited with one small’ differ- 
ence: There is no director to yell cut, 
no one there who can stop the action. 
And that is extremely unfortunate—for 
Brody's opponents, that is, who would 
prefer unanimously to get up for pop- 
com than get back in the ring with 
Brody. 


38 


“T like to punish people,” Brody ex- 
plains, in a rare moment of quiet. “I 
don’t believe in gimmicks, or manag- 
ers, even titles I could care less about. 
I do this for money and pleasure. I use 
my body to eliminate undesirables. 
And as far as I’m concemed, everyone 
is an undesirable. 

“Talk is cheap. The weak talk. 
Those who are frightened always got 
something to say. I fight, man. I anni- 
hilate people. Then I'll talk. If I feel 
like it.” 

No prattler, no windbag is Bruiser 
Brody. His singleminded approach to 
wrestling out of the ring intimidates his 
opponents almost as much as his ap- 
proach to: wrestling inside the ring. 

“T hate wrestling Brody,” admitted 
NWA champion Ric Flair. “Against 
other wrestlers there’s usually a feeling 

(Continued on page 58) 


Brody unleashes his fury on Jerry Law- 
; ler (top), Kamala (center), and Rie Flair 
(bottom). 


WRESTLING USA: FT. WORTH, TEXAS { 
Reprinted from October 1985 Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


Sincerity or Deception: 


CAN HULK HOGAN 
TRUST 
PAUL ORNDORFF? 


- ae —_— 


FT ANS 
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Paul Ormdorff and Hulk Hogan have joined forces. The question on 
the minds of the wrestling community is how stable is their 
relationship? 


Although it is an individual sport, survival in the world of wrestling often 
depends on trust. A hand held out in support or closed in a fist can 
spell the difference between victory and defeat. With that in mind, let 
us examine the newly formed friendship of Hulk Hogan and Paul Orndorff 


s 


Omdorff seethes with anger as he is insulted by Roddy Piper during a nationally televised “Piper's Pit” 


in May (above left). The two come to blows (above right). Hogan (flexing) and Mr. T rushed to Omdorff’s 
aid after Cowboy Bob Orton joined the fracas (below). 


FTER MONTHS OF threats and 

minor skirmishes, it came 
down to Hogan and Mr. T eyeball- 
ing Orndorff and Piper from across 
the ring. ‘‘WrestleMania’’ had 
shrunk in size from its hyperbolic 
buildup to flesh on flesh, muscle 
against muscle. Fans and reporters 
sat captivated as the four men fired 
off their bullets of hate: The 
thought that permeated arenas 
throughout the country clearly was: 
How will any of these men survive 
this match? 

The feud had wound _ itself 
throughout the months and had be- 
come incestous in nature, involv- 
ing, in one way or another, almost 
every wrestler in WWF. Piper had 
put Snuka in the hospital. Snuka 
was now sitting in Hogan and T’s 
corner. Piper had sneak-attacked 
Albano. Piper had kicked Cyndi 
Lauper. Orndorff and Orton had 
battered Mr. T the month before. 

Now, as the match was about to 
commence, the heat of these mem- 
ories could be seen in the eyes of 
the six wrestlers in the ring. It 
wouldn't take much to goad either 
Jimmy Snuka or: Bob Orton to join 
in the action. And Orndorff, Piper, 
Hogan, and Mr. T would stop at 
nothing to win. 

Part of the fun of watching any 
sporting event occurs before it be- 


gins, when everyone can play ex- 
pert and predict who will win. No 
one could have guessed that Orn- 
dorff-would be accidentally clocked 
by Orton and then pinned by Ho- 
gan. No one could have predicted 
that the end of this match would 
find Paul Orndorff abandoned by 


his teammates, staring at the out- 
stretched hand of Mr. T being of- 
fered in friendship. No one would 
have suspected that Piper and 
Orton would leave their partner as 
they did, prone and helpless on the 
mat, and flee to the dressing room. 
Part of the fun in watching- any 


41 


sporting event occurs after the ac- 
tion is over, when everyone can in- 
dulge in the luxury of the second 


guess. 

It didn’t take long for the accu- 
sations to fly. On the very next 
segment of ‘‘Piper's Pit,’’ seen on 
national television, Piper affixed the 
moniker ‘‘Mr. Blunderful’’ to Orn- 


dorff, because of his actions in the 
ring. To his credit, Orndorff re- 
mained silent at a time when act- 
ing on impulse could prove very 
dangerous. Piper, however, picked 
up the pace of his insults and 
eventually blamed Orndorff entirely 
for the WrestleMania loss. The split 
finally occurred. Orndorff and Piper 
came to blows and their impromptu 
brawl drew Orton, Hogan, and Mr. 
T into the ring. 

Since then, Orndorff and Hogan 
have formed a tentative friendship, 
initiated, in part, by the common 
enmity they share toward Piper. 
The thought of Hogan and Orndorff 
forming a team would bring the en- 
tire wrestling world to its knees. 
These two behemoths have the po- 
tential to dominate wrestling in the 
WWF as no team has in years. 
However, before their images are 
cast in stone, some questions must 
be asked. 

Can Hogan trust Orndorff? Peo- 
ple forget that early in his career, 
Orndorff was a scientific wrestler. 
His link with Piper was more a join- 
ing of compatible egos than of 


Omdorff has spent a lot of time and effort battling WWF fan favorites. Is it possible that he 
and Piper are conspiring against Hogan? Omdorff leaps at Junkyard Dog from the tumbuck- 
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les (above) and dumps Chief Jay Strongbow over the top rope (below). 


ry 


compatible ring styles. Orndorff’s 
ego was stroked constantly by Pip- 
er, and he responded like a loyal 
servant. lt reached a point, howev- 
er, where Orndorff began to mus- 
cle, literally, Piper out of the na- 
tional spotlight. Some say that 
WrestleMania was a conspiracy en- 
gineered by Piper to disgrace Orn- 
dorff, because Piper had become 
insanely jealous over the attention 
that the handsome and chiseled 
Orndorff was getting. 

How well can Orndorff work un- 
der the glaring light of Hulkama- 
nia? And. if his popularity in- 
creased, how would Hogan react? |f 
treated fairly, the belief is that Orn- 
dorff is very faithful. If he and Ho- 
gan could adjust to each other’s 
styles and _ personalities, they 
should never run into conflict. That 
remains a big if. 

Is this a master plan of Roddy 
Piper’s? This theory is getting a lot 
of play throughout the wrestling 
world. As dozens of wrestlers will 
tell you, never underestimate Roddy 
Piper. Yes, he is capable of master- 
minding a plan that would dupe 
everyone, including Hogan, into 
thinking that he and. Orndorff are 
mortal enemies. Then, when Ho- 
gan’s guard is down just enough, 
Orndorff, Piper, and whoever else 
happened to be on the team, would 
attack Hogan and put him out of 
wrestling. Given the history of 
Roddy Piper, the scenerio is not all 
that unbelievable. How can Hogan 
be certain? He can never be. He 
can just trust his instincts, which 
have served him fairly well through- 
out his career. 

Hogan and Orndorff. Wrestling 
fans everywhere have become fixat- 
ed with this particular alliance, and 
with good reason. Both are good 
looking, muscled hunks who appear 
larger than life in the ring. Hogan’s 
popularity is legendary; Orndorff is 
just now acquiring his own legion 
of fans. Together, as we've said, 
they could dominate the sport. The 
question is if can they dominate 
their egos. Oo 


HAVE THE 


FANS TURNED 
THEIR BACKS 


ON SGT. 
SLAUGHTER? 


Ac ONE. SCENE ONE. 

Time: Late 1983. Location: A North- 
eastern arena. Smoke fans throughout 
the arena, lending a misty, dreamy 
quality to the surroundings. A quick 
look at the faces at ringside reveals a 
mixture of fear and anger. Fists shake, 
fingers point. The camera moves to a 
close-up of the man inspiring such hate 
and hostility. Scowling, mean, and 
nasty, Sgt. Slaughter climbs from the 
ring, his camouflage gear dripping with 
sweat. He has just dispatched another 
opponent. Merciless in his execution, 
Slaughter now swings his square-jawed 
countenance toward a jeering fan and 
stares him a Marine death. The fan, as 
if hypnotized, becomes eerily silent. 
Slaughter continues his solitary march 
back to the dressing room, his eyes 
now concealed by mirrored sunglasses. 
The effect is at once startling and re- 
vealing. Slaughter has removed himself 
back ‘into his own, self-contained 
world. As he strides down the aisle, 
Slaughter comes face to face with The 
Iron Sheik, a man as self-posessed as 
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If a movie called The Life of Sgt. Slaughter 
were made five years ago, it would have 
bombed. Last year, John Wayne would have 
returned from the dead to play the lead, as 
the Sarge captured the imagination of the 
entire country. Today, the Sarge’s 
popularity is in question once again. Is there 
discontent in the Slaughter ranks? 


Slaughter in an entirely different way. 
The two men, so different, yet so simi- 
lar, glare at each other, fueled by the 
hate of each other’s countries. Neither 
man moves, The crowd, silent now 
since this encounter began, shift ner- 
vously in their seats. Suddenly, The 
Iron Sheik begins to rant, hurling 
curses at Slaughter. Slaughter removes 
his glasses and ... FADE OUT. 
‘ eK 

FADE IN. Scene Two. Time: May 
21, 1982. Location: Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Slaughter, bloodied, pros- 
trate, helpless. Sweat and blood drip 


from his forehead. Wahoo McDaniel 
stands above him, hands outstretched, 
drinking the chéers of the capacity 
crowd. He has just defeated Slaughter 
to capture the U.S. heavyweight title. 
As the camera drifts from the scene in 
the ring, we see a vision of Slaughter, 
defeated in both mind and body... 
FADE OUT. 
KK 

FADE IN. Scene three. Back to late 
1983. As Slaughter removes his glasses, 
the first stirrings of the crowd can be 
heard. ‘‘Get him, Sarge,’ comes from 
ringside; “‘Down with The Sheik,”’ is 
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Giant Kamala’s mighty right hand clutches 
Sgt. Slaughter’s Adam’s apple (above). 
Slaughter bounces his forearm off of the 
Ugandan’s chest (right). Slaughter’s arms 
are just a little too short to apply the cobra 
clutch on Kamala (bottom). In a match like 
this, the Sarge depends on the encourage- 
ment of the fans. 


chanted from the mezzanine. Slaughter 
returns the Sheik’s taunts with several 
of his own. The crowd begins to stir., 
Slaughter’s body seems to rise and fall 
in syncopation with the crowd’s noise 
... FADE OUT. 
**K 

FADE IN. Scene four. Time: Early 
1984, Location: Madison Square Gar- 
den. American flags blanket the giant 
arena. 22,000 fans are standing and 
chanting in unison, ‘“U.S.A., U.S.A.” 
In the ring, Sgt. Slaughter towers over 
a battered Iron Sheik. The Sheik, thor- 
oughly beaten and bruised, cannot 
even raise his head. Sgt. Slaughter 
glows in the stunning tribute the fans 
give him. He is a new man, much 
changed from the last time he fought 
in this hall. The support the fans have 
unconditionally given him has renewed 
his faith and spirit. His squared-off 
jaw no longer wishes to intimidate; he 
is a friend, a model, for all of those 
around him. 


ok 


Ac TWO. SCENE ONE. 
The time is not many months ago. 
The place is some nameless auditorium 


Sgt. Slaughter is trapped in an armlock 
by Nick Bockwinkel. He turns to the 
crowd, seeking their support. The 
cheers are there but they come in 
bursts, without any continuity or mo- 
mentum, Slaughter’s eyes register a 
momentary but noticeable disappoint- 
ment. Eventually, he reverses the hold 
and wrestles Bockwinkel to a draw, 
but the match is lacking in the dynam- 
ics that usually accompany a Sgt. 
Slaughter battle. On his way from the 
ring, Slaughter is greeted by only mild 
applause, which leaves him bewildered. 
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ae THREE. SCENE ONE. 
Sgt. Slaughter vs. Kamala, Meadow- 
lands Arena, New Jersey. The two 
combatants fall from the ring, locked 
in a bloody embrace. Kamala grabs 
Slaughter’s head and runs it into a 
ringpost. He stomps him repeatedly, 
finally knocking ‘‘America’s Wrestler’’ 
unconscious. The fans were clearly on 
Slaughter’s side throughout the match, 
yet they were nowhere near as vocal as 
they had been in his battles with The 
Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff. 
What seems to be the problem? Has 
Sgt. Slaughter reverted back to his old 
tulebreaking ways? Certainly not. If 
anything, Slaughter is more ferociously 
patriotic than ever. Slaughter’s rela- 
tionship with the public has become 
clearly symbiotic: They live off each 
other’s enthusiasm. Slaughter is at his 
best when the crowd is fully behind 


head into the top tumbuckle (above right). Now more than ever, Slaughter needs his loyal 


corps of fans (below). 


him. The crowd supports him the most 

when he battles some enemy of the 
republic, some foreign fiend like The 
Iron Sheik, or Sheik Adnan AlI-Kaissie, 
or Ivan Koloff. And therein seems to 
be the problem. 

Why is Sgt. Slaughter battling Nick 
Bockwinkel? Why is he in a feud with 
Kamala? Granted, Kamala is as for- 
eign a wrestler as they come, but he 
poses no threat to the United States. 
Maniac that he is, Kamala is a danger 
to everyone who steps into the ring 
with him. His terror has no national- 
ity, his savagry recognizes no allies. 
The fans would naturally support any- 
one who wrestled Kamala. 

For Slaughter to be most effective 
he must be placed in matches that pit 


his love for the Stars and Stripes in 
direct oppostion with those who con- 
demn them. Slaughter wrestles his best 
when he perceives that a threat is being 
made against the United States. The 
fans support him the most when they 
feel that he is protecting their country. 
So why do the promoters insist on 
matches as bland as  Slaughter- 
Bockwinkel? 

The answers are inexplicable. The 
promoters should begin paying atten- 
tion to the receptions Slaughter has 
been getting lately. Used properly, Sgt. 
Slaughter is one of the most talented 
and inspiring wrestlers in the world. 
Abused, and left without the support 
of his fans, he becomes, like a bald 
Samson, almost powerless. O 
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In a year that has already born witness to Coca-Cola 
changing its century-old formula, it should come as little 
surprise that George “The Animal” Steele has turned into 
a fan favorite. But it does. It really does 


OU ALBANO, no stranger to the 

wrath of the crowd, calls George 
Steele’s turnaround miraculous. ‘Yes, 
and, yes, indeed it is a great and won- 
derful and magnificent miracle. Mr. 
George Steele, often imitated but never 
duplicated. He is talking, he is think- 
ing, he is doing commercials. 

“The therapy he is undergoing will 
turn him into a completely normal and 
civilized human being. He is a true 
American. He is a patriot. He is not a 
Neanderthal. He is well-adjusted, av- 
erage human being.” 

Huh? 

The story of George Steele is one 
that requires a more revealing explana- 
tion than simply maniac-turned-lunatic- 
turned-fan _ favorite-turned-mild-man- 
nered-turned-articulate-turned-pitch 
man for a computer company. 

Over the years, wrestling has known 
many so-called crazy men: men who 
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The Iron Sheik has some trouble with George Steele’s unorthodox style. The Sheik has 
only himself and Nikolai Volkoff to blame for the fact that The Animal has become a fan 
favorite. 


In the days when Steele wrestled for the WWF title against champions Bruno Sammartino 
(above left) and Pedro Morales (above right), at least he was able to put sentences together. 
He would eventually lose that ability. For an unknown reason, Steele rushed the ring during 
the classic encounter between Sammartino and Morales at Shea Stadium in 1972 (below), 


appeared mysteriously, the products of 
sinister origins who have left wrestling 
fans and wrestlers guessing at their 
motivations. Men like The Missing 
Link, Abdullah the Butcher, Kamala 
the Ugandan Giant, The Sheik, Pam- 
pero Firpo, and the Canadian 
Wolfman arouse both curiosity and 
fear through their erratic and unfath- 
omable ferocity. One fears what one 
can’t understand, and the actions of 
these men were wholly undecipherable. 

George “‘The Animal”’ Steele has long 
been regarded as wrestling’s most elo- 


quent madman. While the Link, The 
Sheik, Kamala, and the others raged in 
silence, Steele always boomed a simple 
threatening sentence or two. Addition- 
ally, Steele hailed from the not-so-exot- 
ic environs of Detroit, making his ring 


behavior much less hard to 
comprehend, 

Bursting on the wrestling scene in 
the late 1960s, Steele immediately is- 
sued challenges to then-WWF champi- 
on Bruno Sammartino, demanding a 
title shot. His bizarre behavior, rang- 


ing from the routine chewing of turn- 


} 
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buckles to the green color of his con- 
stantly lolling tongue, could not 
disguise Steele’s awesome ring skills. 
His style was of a straightforward bru- 
tality, much in the tradition of Bulldog 
Brower and Abdullah, and he quickly 
annihilated all the competition standing 
between himself and Sammartino. 

The Steele-Sammartino wars are re- 
membered as being some of the most 
violent in the WWF's history. Steele 
taunted Sammartino out of the ring 
and battered him in the ring. Several 
times it seemed as if the Animal would 
wrest the crown from the champion, 
but he never did and he soon disap- 
peared from the area. 

Steele returned in the early 1970s to 
battle WWF champion Pedro Morales 
and the results were the same. Al- 
though he promised that he would 
“bring in a weapon so devastating and 
secretive that no one could find it and 
no man _could defend against it,” 
Steele was unable to win the title. 
Again he left the area. - 

The George Steele that returned in 
the early ’80s was a different animal 
than The Animal to whom WWF fans 
had grown accustomed. This Steele still 
(Continued on page 60) 
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A PSYCHOLOGIST EXAMINES 


“ROWDY” 
RODDY 
PIPER: 


Is He As Crazy As 
You Think He Is? 


Is Roddy Piper as crazy as he appears to 
be? Or is it just a well-conceived plan on 
his part to remain in the spotlight? A 
professional psychologist analyzes Roddy | 
Piper and reveals what makes the most 
erratic man in professional wrestling tick 


ad +i 


HE NAME “ROWDY” Roddy 
Piper strikes fear into the hearts 
of wrestlers and wrestling fans every- 
where. It’s not his look—Piper has no- 
where the evil countenance of, say, a 
Kamala or a Kevin Sullivan. His phy- 
sique is above average, although noth- 
ing to make Tony Atlas or Nikita Ko- 
loff quiver in his boots. His knowledge 
of wrestling is adequate, but nothing to 
compare with the expertise of Bob 
Backlund or Rick Martel. All things 
considered, as a wrestler Roddy Piper 
is quite ordinary, slicing down the mid- 
dle on almost any wrestling graph. 
So what accounts for his success? 
What inspires him to attain such lofty 
goals? What separates Roddy Piper 
from the rest of the pack? With a 
minimum of skills Piper has climbed to 


7° | peertemm « i the top of his profession and is rou-- 
Wrestling as a fan favorite in California in the,early 1970s, Piper and Freddie Blassie did not tinely mentioned in the same br eath as 


see eye to eye. Today, Piper does not even remember the feud. Ric Flair, Hulk Hogan, Rick Martel, 
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Se A np i a Bi te 
Inconsistencies have marked Piper's entire career. The Rowdy Scot attacks referee George 
Scott in 1981 (above left) and accepts the pledge of a young fan into “Piper’s Palace” in 


1983 (above right). The ugliest feud of Piper's career was against Greg Valentine (below). 
Today, Valentine would be an honored guest on “Piper's Pit.” 


pis 
Dusty Rhodes, and Kerry Von Erich. 

To anyone who has even casually 
followed Piper’s career, it is obvious 
that the man is crazy—a quality to 
which he seems to owe most of his 
success. But how crazy is he? And 
what kind of crazy? Rather than take 
random guesses at what may or may 
not be wrong with Piper, /nside Wres- 
tling has invited a psychologist, Dr. 
Sidney M. Basil, into our offices to 
discuss what is technically wrong with 
Roddy Piper. 

Dr. Basil, who follows wrestling as a 
fan as well as a professional, has stud- 
ied extensively tapes of Piper conduct- 
ing interviews and in the ring and has 
reached some interesting conclusions, 
which we print here in excerpted form. 


ON PIPER THE FAN FAVORITE: 
“Early in his career, Mr. Piper was 
cheered by the fans. Because Mr. Piper 
is basically a paranoid personality, that 
is, he feels that everyone is out to get 
him, he could not survive for long as a 
favorite among the fans. He miscon- 
strued the cheers as a trap. Every clap 
of the hand was perceived by Piper as 
an attempt by the fans and other wres- 
(Continued on page 76) 
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HE FILET MIGNON was 

cooked medium rare, just the 
way | like it. In a silver champagne 
bucket next to my seat, a half-emp- 
ty bottle of Dom Perignon, vintage 
1978, nuzzled itself comfortably into 
the chipped ice that kept it cool 
throughout the meal. 

“Nice, isn’t it, Craig? Fine food, 
fine champagne. Is the steak all 
right? Francois, the chef, is a friend 
of mine. | dine here often. This is 
the most exclusive restaurant in 
both Carolinas.” 

Ric Flair was playing the gracious 
host, and I didn’t mind a bit. After 
all, it isn’t every day that the NWA 
World heavyweight champion of- 
fers to buy me dinner. All | wanted 
was about a half-hour of his time 
for an interview; Flair said we'd 
talk over the meal. Fine by me. 

As | looked. across the table, | 
thought about how the well-dressed 
gentleman in front of me compared 
with the strutting and_ snarling 
champion seen each week on 
WTBS' World Championship 
Wrestling. 

The gentleman is calm, while the 
champion is boastful; the gentleman 
is reserved and businesslike, while 
the champion is openly aggressive; 
the gentleman is gracious when a 
beautiful woman approaches our ta- 
ble to ask for an autograph, while 
few individuals come within arm's 
distance of the champion before or 
after a match. 

| jumped at the golden opportu- 
nity to ask Ric Flair the gentleman 
his opinions about Ric Flair the 
champion. 

“There’s no inconsistency, as you 
seem to imply, Craig,” Flair replied. 
“In fact, if anything, | would say 
that there is a remarkably stable 
consistency between Ric Flair the 
champion and Ric Flair, the man 
out of the ring. The common de- 
nominator in both:cases, my friend, 
is excellence, plain and simple. 

“Take this meal, ‘for example,” 
Flair continued. “This is the finest 


THE ARROGANCE 
OF GREATNESS 


By Craig Peters 


Currently in the midst of his third NWA 
World title reign, Ric Flair is considered 
by many to be the yardstick by which all 
other wrestlers are measured. Ask Flair 
about it, though, and he'll tell you that 
nobody else compares to him 


Ric Flair wrestles many different types of wrestlers throughout the world. Here, his brawl with 
Freebird Michael Hayes gets out of the ring—and out of hand. Flair can brawl or wrestle scientifically 
with equal success. : 
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beef available anywhere in the Mid- 
Atlantic states. This champagne 
costs $110 per bottle.” 

I reiterated my appreciation of 
Flair’s generosity. 

“The money isn’t the point. The 
point is that this is the best. There’s 
a reason for this. We are enjoying 
the best here tonight because I am 
the best that professional wrestling 
has to offer. I don’t settle for second 
best; I never have, and | never will. 
That’s why I eat the finest foods 
and drink the finest champagne. 
That's why I wrestle the top con- 
tenders that the sport has to offer. 
That's why I choose to corhpete in 


Flair stands above a fallen Mike Von Erich dur- 
ing a match in Texas. Some fans may be turned 
off by Flair’s arrogance, but others recognize 
him for his immense talent. 

the National Wrestling Alliance, the 
oldest and largest sanctioning body 
in professional wrestling. We're talk- 
ing the best in every respect.” 

As the waitress filled both our 
glasses with more champagne, | 
suggested—half-jokingly and _half-se- 
riously—that perhaps Flair was be- 
ing a bit arrogant in his assessment 
of himself. He smiled. 

“You've heard the old saying, ‘It’s 
hard to be humble when you're as 
great as | am? Well, I only know of 
one man in this world to which 
that saying applies 100 percent, and 
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that’s me, daddy. If a person has all 
the credentials for greatness, | be- 
lieve he has the right to make 
those credentials known. And if 
anybody has the credentials for 
greatness in professional wrestling, 
you're looking at him, brother. 

“Hey, I've got three NWA World 
title reigns to my credit,” Flair con- 
tinued. “That’s nothing to sneer at. 
Sure, Dusty Rhodes is a two-time 
champion, but how long has he 
held the title all told? About three 
months. Harley Race is long past 
his prime. Kerry Von Erich was a 
flash in the pan. So was Tommy 
Rich. 

“And look at the big guns in the 
NWA today. First of all you have 
U.S. champion Magnum T.A., who 
has no respect for what being a 
champion means; he has no pride 
in his personal appearance and in 
being a representative for the 
NWA. You saw what he did to the 
tailored suit | had prepared for him. 
Then you have Nikita Koloff, who 
is a Russian strongman with little or 
no experience against a top-flight 
competitor.” 

I looked at Flair, and my obser- 
vation of minutes earlier disap- 
peared. His natural arrogance was 
spilling out, and the distinction be- 


The champion in action against several different 
wrestlers with wildly different styles. Flair knee- 
drops Kerry Von Erich (above left), pins Chris 
Adams (above); and sends Harley Race to the 
buckle (below). Night after night, Flair shows 
why he is the sport’s number one wrestler. 


tween gentleman and champion 
was blurring considerably. 

“You know, people talk about 
the three major champions, and 
they make comparisons between 
us,” Flair said. “Hulk Hogan—well, 
Hogan is a weightlifter and a social 
butterfly, and he’s got an interesting 
lifestyle, but the only two wrestling 
moves he knows are the legdrop 
and the elbowsmash. | could place 
him in the figure-four leglock inside 
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of 10 minutes and probably come 


up with a submission. 

“As for Rick Martel, I respect his 
scientific wrestling knowledge, but 
the kid is a whole milk and white 
bread bore. Frankly, he hasn't got 
the experience or the drive or the 
attitude that makes a real champi- 
on. I'd like to wrestle Martel, and | 
was hoping that the Pro Wrestling 
U.S.A. group would put the match 
together, but I don’t think it’s going 
to happen. 

“So, logically, it stands to reason 
that | am the singlemost formidable 
man in the sport today,” Flair con- 
cluded. “I am the man that every- 
one would like to beat. | am the 
man with the 10 pounds of gold 
around my waist. | set the pace 
everyone in professional wrestling 
has to follow. If anybody wants a 
piece of me, daddy, they can come 
and get it. But let them be warned 
that a piece of Ric Flair means a 
lesson in humiliation and defeat. 

“That's what makes me the num- 
ber one man in professional wres- 
tling today.” 

As I finished my filet mignon, | 
thought about the difference be- 
tween false arrogance and justified 
arrogance. Guess which one applies 
to Ric Flair. 
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It’s the date every wrestling fan is looking forward to. Because that’s the day the special January issue of 


THE WRESTLER will go on sale. It’s the culmination of our year-long 20th anniversary celebration. In this 
issue we will print the results of the largest fan poll in the history of professional wrestling, revealing who 
you feel are the 10 greatest wrestlers of our generation. 


CS SPECIAL BONUS: 


As a special bonus, this issue will feature a big four-page full-color section, featuring your choice for the 
three greatest wrestlers of THE WRESTLER years. 
Get to your newsstand early, as this issue of THE WRESTLERis sure to be a sellout. 


THE WRESTLER 


The Big January Issue 
Goes On Sale Tuesday, November 5 
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GREATEST 
EVENT IN 
WRESTLING 
MAGAZINE 
HISTORY! 


A holiday treat will be in 
store for all wrestling fans 
during the week of De- 
cember 23. Because that’s 
when the March 1986 is- 


sue of PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED goes on 
sale. The year-end double 


issue will have more 
pages, more color, and 
more excitement than ever 
before. Get ready for the 
publishing event of the 
year. 


BRUISER BRODY 
(Continued from page 39) 


Brody lifts his big boot into Jim Brunzell’s midsection and follows up with 4 left hand to the face. It 
is very difficult for a referee to restrict Brody’s actions to the ring. 


out process, almost a lull before the 
match begins. Brody is at your throat 
from the beginning. Hell, before the 
bell even rings he’s on top of you. 
“Pye been trying like hell to con- 


. vince him to go down to Florida for 


the bounty I put on Wahoo McDaniel’s 
head. The guy loves money and here’s 
a chance to make 15 easy big ones. 
He’d chew McDaniel up in a minute. I 
also want him to get the hell away 
from me. He’s the kind of guy who if 
you let up for one minute, it’s all 
over.” 

Besides his primitive aggressiveness, 
the only consistent thing about Brody 
is his inconsistency. Brody has no de- 
fined territory. As wrestling’s nomad, 
Brody drifts from arena to arena like a 
metal detector, his instincts attuned to 
the best match at the best price. Often 
he'll wrestle five or six times a week in 
five or six different cities. “It’s the life 
I’ve chosen to lead,” Brody says. “It’s 
what I like to do.” 

The solitary figure of Brody leaves 
the arena right after his match, rarely 
talking to the press, and pushes out on 
the road. Brody always travels alone. 


“On the road,” he says, “I think 
about my next match. I visualize the 
man I am going to wrestle. I imagine 
myself dropkicking him out of the ring. 
I imagine the impact of the chair as I 
hit him over the head with one. I live 
to pulverize. | live to hurt. Driving is a 
time of peace. I think and learn. You 
wouldn’t recognize me in a car. I even 
observe the speed limit.” 

If driving time is Brody's, quiet time, 
then his time in the ring must be his 
equilibrium’s way of compensation. Be- 
tween the ropes, Brody moves with the 
power of a hunicane, his force dimin- 
ishing only slightly at the match’s end. 
Often it requires the combined power 
of the referee and several other wres- 
tlers to pull Brody off a beaten 
opponent. 

“J don’t recognize fan favorites or 
rulebreakers or any other of these stu- 
pid categories,” Brody states. “I know 
only one category and that is oppo- 
nent. Either you’re with me or you're 
against me. If you’re with me, leave me 
alone. If you're against me, you'd bet- 
ter leave.” 

Despite his tendency to stomp, kick, 


Ric Flair respects Brody so much, he is willing to 
pay him $15,000 to focus his attention on Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. 


bite, and punch, Brody is actually one 
of the best technical wrestlers in the 
sport. His friend, and the term is used 
loosely, Stan Hansen, works out occa- 
sionally with Brody and described him 
in-the following way: “Brody is a scien- 
tific wrestler. Don’t laugh, because 
what I’m saying is the truth, When 
we're alone in the gym, he'll lay some 
moves on me that no one can do. I’m 
telling you, he’s hot. 

“His philosophy is just that you 
can’t trust anybody once you're inside 
the ring. The rules work against you, 
so why observe them? You’ve seen him 
in the ring. He can do anything he 
wants. If you gotta problem with that, 
go tell Brody yourself. I sure ain’t.” 

As Brody might say, the only wres- 
tling ideology he subscribes to is the 
one highlighted in dollar signs and vic- 
tories. Until someone comes along to 
demonstrate the error—if one exists— 
of his ways, we can look forward to 
Brody wreaking havoc on_ rings 
throughout the world for years to 
come. O 


NOW AVAILABLE 
BY MAIL 


SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #1 
Stories: Hulk Hogan, Kevin Von Erich, 
Action Update 

SUPER CENTERFOLD: The Road 
Warriors (pictured below right) 


SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #2 
Stories: Magnum T.A., Hulk Hogan, 
Action Update 

SUPER CENTERFOLD: Sot. Slaughter 
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For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and $2.00 
for each issue ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. | 


SLIMS-U-DOWN 


NO PRESCRIPTION NEEDED 
Here's the proven and effective way to 
lose pounds and inches quickly. The 
Energizer Capsules contain a strong appetite 
suppressant that helps curb 
your hunger pangs so you can 
lose weight fast. If you can’t 
resist eating, get the help you 
need with this powerful diet aid. 
Join the thousands, of people 
who are losing weight and feeling 
great doingit. Energizer program 
comes complete with Diet Tips. 
Money back if not satisfied, 24 
day supply for $6.98. SPECIAL! 48 day supply 
for only $11.98. 
— <= «= Money Back Guarantee — — = 
Send to: Rush Ind., Dept. uP79EH 
871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y. 11507 


NOW. ..WHITER 
BRIGHTER TEETH 
IN MINUTES! 


Brush on Fabulous Insta-Wite for whiter, brighter 
teeth. That's how simple and easy it is to turn 
dull yellow stained teeth into radiant white teeth 
with Insta-Wite, Insta-Wite works fantastically. 
Whitens the most stained yellow teeth as it covers 
up ugly blemishes (coffee, teaand smoker stains) 
and gold fillings. Completely safe and harmless 
togums. teeth andfillings Used by thousands... 
Just pennies a treatment... Now available to you 
on a special 20 day tree trial. 
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Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


A NEW SHAPE 
* IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the 
muscles you want in just 30 days. Turn that 
scrawny body of skin and bones into a powerful 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals, Don't let poor eating habits 
rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 

Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say...‘'l've never looked so great in my life” 
L.D., Chicago IL. "Thanks to your Hercuplan 
program | am now proud to be seen ina bathing 
suit” L.M., Dallas TX. 

Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your full refund. Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow.” 
== = MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ™= == ™ 
Send to: Rush Ind,, Inc. Dept. HU79EH 

871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 
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GEORGE STEELE 
(Continued from page 51) 


1 


Steele was completely out of control during 
his stint in the WWF in 1981. S.D, Jones 
could not do anything against The Animal. 


paraded about the ring spastically, 
arms flailing and neck tilted; this Steele 
still considered turnbuckles a delicacy, 
and this Steele still felt that brutality 


was next to godliness. Except this 


Steele was different in a way that 
brought him closer to his lunatic breth- 
ren: This George Steele didn’t talk. He 
made sounds for sure, growled a whole 
litany of incoherent babbles, and 
moaned like a wolf caught in a furri- 
er’s trap, but he did not speak. He 
could not form words. 

Rather than evoking sympathy from 
the fans, Steele’s handicap further in- 
furiated them, Now, after dismantling 
an opponent, Steele would mount the 
ringpost, stare into the crowd, and 
howl. He became the primary object 
of hate and derision throughout the 
WWF. 

Fans, wrestlers, and reporters took 
turns in guessing what had happened 
to Steele. The rumor getting the most 
play was that Steele had been commit- 


ted, finally, to an asylum and had es- 
caped. Before the rumor could be sub- 
stantiated, Steele again disappeared. 

When he returned to the WWE sev- 
eral months ago, Steele appeared to be 
as vicious as ever. Joining forces with 
the evil duo of Nikolai Volkoff and 
The Iron Sheik, Steele resumed his po- 
sition as the most despised wrestler in 
the WWF. Then, in a six-man match 
against Barry Windham, Mike Rotun- 
do, and Rick Steamboat, Volkoff and 
The Sheik inexplicably refused to take 
Steele’s tag, leaving The Animal alone 
in the ring where he received the 
thrashing of his career. 

After the match, a confused and be- 
wildered Steele ran about the ring in 
an uncontrolled frenzy, his already del- 
icate psyche now shaken completely 
out of control. From the dressing 
room, out ran his old friend and man- 
ager, Albano, who was able to calm 
The Animal down. As the two walked 
from the ring, a curious thing oc- 
curred, The fans, who have taken up 
Albano’s change of heart with un- 
bounded enthusiasm, rose to their feet 
and issued to Steele and the Captain a 
standing ovation. 

Like a wild beast responding to Bee- 
thoven’s Ninth, Steele’s eyes rolled 
about his head and a smile creased his 
lips. Hearing the cheers of the fans for 
the first time in his career was salve to 
the open wound of Steele’s mental ill- 
ness, The response has been immedi- 
ate. Since that night, as Albano report- 
ed, Steele has befriended Windham, 
Rotundo, and the rest of the WWF's 
fan favorites, and has made giant 
strides in regaining his speech. As 
many fans already know, Steele has 
become a spokesman for Minolta 
Home Office systems, appearing in a 
commercial with Tony Randall. 

The difference has been the fans. As 
Albano points out, ‘“‘George Steele just 
needed a little love and affection. He 
was always misunderstood, much like 
myself, for his entire career. In time, 
everyone will come to love George 
Steele. And after he annihilates Vol- 
koff and The Sheik, he will win the 
respect of the entire wrestling 
world,” O 


ON ASSIGNMENT 
(Continued from page 18) 


Adams and Hart fit together like 
the proverbial hand in a glove, 
and Adams even managed to 
capture the World Class American 
title and in turn gain several shots 
at NWA World champion Ric 
Flair. 

But as | type this, Adams’ ca- 
reer is in turmoil. He’s got Gary 
Hart sending the 468-pound giant 
One Man Gang in to destroy him, 
he has no friends in the Von 
Erichs anymore, and frankly I’m 
beginning to question the loyalty 
of Gino Hernandez. 

In short, Chris Adams stands 
alone, and that’s not a good way 
to stand when you’re surrounded 
by the kind of men that occupy 
the World Class area. 

At the beginning of my column 
| said that it was time to make a 
judgment on Chris Adams. My 
judgment is this: 

Chris blew it. 

See, Chris was riding high on 
the top of the world. He was one 
of the very best wrestlers in the 
World Class area, and he still is. 
But he turned his back on his 
friends, and now the people he 
turned to at that time are turning 
away from him as well. 

Chris Adams stands alone, un- 
sure of which way to turn. 

Clearly the fans are unsure as 
well. Half the fans are cheering 
for Chris, while the other half are 
cheering against him. My daily 
mail contains more letters on 
Chris Adams than on anyone 
else, and they’re split right down 
the middle as to’what they think 
of him. 

Good, bad. Chris should be 
NWA World champion, Chris 
should be run out of the sport on 
a rail. All sides are heavily 
represented. 

Me? | think it’s too late for 
Chris to turn back, but it’s not too 
late for Chris to start rebuilding 
what he once had. O 
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Interview 85 
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where, and once they start talking 
to you, | mean, you know if you 
touch them they're going to have a 
lawsuit against you. So all you can 
do is take it, just stay out of the 
public eye. 

WRESTLING 85: Are you always 
having to defend yourself against 
fans? 

SHULTZ: Most of them never get 
close enough. 

WRESTLING 85: What type of re- 
sponse did you get from the fans in 
the arenas following the Stossel 
incident? 

SHULTZ: They all said he deserved 
it. As far as him deserving wt, | mean 
like | said, the guy acted stupid; he 
should've had better sense than do 
what he did. But | don’t think he'll 
do it again. 

WRESTLING 85: After the 20-20 re- 
port, Barbara Walters was almost in 
tears back in the studio. Now, if 
Barbara Walters had confronted you 
in the Garden dressing room the 
same way John Stossel did, would 
you have done the same thing to 
her? 

SHULTZ: If she tells me that I’m a 
fake, I'd slap her. | mean fake is 
something—| don’t know how you 
would define it—but I’m anything 
but a fake. It’s like a court system. If 
you're arrested for something and 
you're proven innocent, you are still 
known for the crime. 

WRESTLING 85: What do you want 
people to think of when they hear 
the name Dr. D? 

SHULTZ: | want the fear of God to 
come into their minds. | want them 
to be scared to death of me. That 
way they ain’t going to get near me, 
that way | ain’t going to have no 
lawsuits, that way | don’t have to 
defend myself, that way | ain’t got 
to show them | can knock them out 
with a slap. But | don’t want to be 
discriminated against just because 
I’m too tough, | can’t help it. | grew 
up that way. 

WRESTLING 85: Sitting here with 
you, you're not as scary as you 
seem in the ring. Are Dr. D and 
David Shultz two different people? 
SHULTZ: Yeah, David Shultz is not 
as sadistic as Dr. D. 

WRESTLING 85: In other words, 
some people can get along with Da- 
vid Shultz. 

SHULTZ: If | want them to. If | don’t 
want them to, then they can’t. (1 


MAYHEM 
(Continued from page 35) 


Almost out on his feet, T.A. would have to 
draw upon pure desire to get back into this 
battle with Blanchard. 

and get some easy victories? 
Tully broke every rule in the book, 
and what’s his punishment? He 
almost wins the U.S. title. You 
know, | would love to be able to 
wrestle like Tully does. And | 
could do it, too. Maybe Tully's 
right. Maybe | am stupid.” 

Magnum T.A. could be forgiven 
for his negative attitude. After all, 
he had just gone through 60 min- 
utes of pain, and all he had to 
show for it was an unsatisfying 
draw. 

Or maybe Magnum was feeling 
that way for a completely different 
reason. Perhaps he finally real- 
ized that he doesn’t hate Tully 
Blanchard because he is so differ- 
ent from him, but because they 
can be so similar. 
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secretly watched wrestling on television 
are now “coming out of the closet’ 


_and admitting their interest in the 
sport. Suddenly (for some people), be- 


ing a wrestling fan is all the rage. But 
readers of this magazine will agree that 
being a wrestling fan was great fun 
long before Vince McMahon Jr. came 
on the scene—and it will be. fun long 
after he’s gone. At any rate, Craig Pe- 
ters’ “On The Road’ column (page 
12) in the October 1985 edition of 
Inside Wrestling takes a look at this 
phenomenon of fans finally admitting 
that they're fans, 

And since~we’re on the subject of 
WWF expansionism, let’s return to the 
notion of television programming that 
was mentioned a bit earlier. To give 
credit where credit is due, the WWF 
has increased interest in wrestling, and 
they have succeeded in bringing wres- 
tling to a national audience where one 
didn’t exist before. But with this great- 
er audience comes a greater responsi- 
bility, and the final on-screen product 
will be judged that much more critical- 
ly. Stu Saks examined the pros and 
the cons of ‘the new WWF-produced 
NBC wrestling program in “After 30 
Years ... Wrestling Returns To 


Network TV!” (page 14), first pub- 
lished in the Fall 1985 issue of Wres- 
tling 85. 


Down in Texas, “Gentleman” Chris 
Adams seems to be leading a double 
life. He is both loved and hated by the 
World Class area fans, and it would be 
difficult indeed to determine which 
group of fans is the larger of the two. 
In the September 1985 Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, Liz Hunter devoted her 
“On Assignment” column (page 18) 
to an examination of Adams’ recent 
career, the reasons for his seemingly 
schizophrenic fan following, and the 
effects of standing alone without 
friends in the midst of one of the most 
turbulent and dangerous wrestling ar- 
eas in the entire country. 

WWF World champion Hulk Ho- 
gan may be the singlemost popular 
individual in the wrestling world, While 
some wrestling fans feel Hogan is a 
superb athlete, others believe his skills 
in the ring are severely limited. No 
matter which camp you ally yourself 
with, you have to agree that Hogan is 
one of the most determined men ever 
to step through the ring ropes and 
into the squared circle. In his “Behind . 
The Dressing Room Door” column 
(page 20) in’ the August 1985 Inside 
Wrestling, Stu Saks examined that de- 
termination, and pinpointed that one 
moment in Hogan's matches in which 
physical pain takes a back seat to 

(Continued on page 66) 


pints 


Chris Adams locks up Kevin Von Erich during an October 1984 match in Dallas’ Cotton 
Bowl. Adams is trying to make it all alone in one of the toughest wrestling areas of the 
country. Liz Hunter thinks that’s a big mistake. 
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mental determination—and the oppo- 
nent finds out about it by perceiving 
“The Look” in Hogan’s eyes. 

Our interview section this time 
around begins with one of the most 
controversial interviews ever published ’ 
in any of our publications. The Fall 
1985 Wrestling 85 presented “Inter- 
view 85” with “Dr. D” David Shultz 
(page 22) in which Shultz talked about 
not only the much-publicized incident 
where he hit ABC News reporter John 
Stossel, but also about the WWF, 
Hulk Hogan, Mr. T, and Vince McMa- 
hon. This interview drew more reader 
response than any other, and Wres- 
tling 85 is proud to present it once 
again for those of you who might have 
missed it the first time around. 

Appropriately, Shultz is the subject 
of this issue’s “USA Update”’ (page 8) 
in which “Dr. D” provides some after- 
thoughts on the interview printed’ in 
Wrestling 85. 


Tully Blanchard’s valet Baby Doll gave her 
first in-depth interview to the press in the 
August 1985 edition of Inside Wrestling. 
You can read it on page 26. 

Certainly the most controversial 
woman on the NWA wrestling scene is 
Baby Doll, the valet to U.S. heavy- 
weight champion Tully Blanchard. It is 
Baby Doll who attends to Blanchard’s 
every need, and apparently those needs 
often include the passing of foreign 
objects in order to win matches. In the 
August 1985 Inside Wrestling, Baby 


Doll consented to her first full-length 
“Hotseat” interview (page 26), in 
which she candidly discusses her rela- 
tionship with Blanchard, and her past' 
experience as a valet for Gino Hernan- 
dez in the World Class area. 

When you speak of events in the 
Mid-South wrestling area, you're likely 
to begin with the name “Hacksaw” Jim 
Duggan. The big man from Glens 
Falls, New York, is as integral to Mid- 
South wrestling developments as Ric 
Flair is to events in the NWA. “Press 


Hacksaw Jim Duggan talks about Mid-South 
wrestling and his feud with Ted DiBiase in a 
“Press Conference” beginning on page 30. 
Conference” (page 30) in the Septem- 
ber 1985 edition of Pro Wrestling II- 
lustrated discusses Duggan’s views of 
recent Mid-South developments, includ- 
ing the latest in his long-standing feud 
with Ted DiBiase. 

If awards were given for the most 
bitter and violent feud of the year, the 
war between Magnum T.A. and Tully 
Blanchard would have to rank right up 
there as one of the year’s most horvi- 
ble ongoing battles. Thus far, the U.S. 
title has been the main prize in this 
war, but the cost in blood and pain 
has been tremendous. “Magnum T.A. 
vs. Tully Blanchard: Opposites At- 
tract—Mayhem!”’ (page 33), originally 
presented in the September 1985 issue 
of Inside Wrestling. examines the inev- 
itable basis for what may soon become 
not only one of the most brutal feuds 
of the year, but of all time! 

(Continued on page 68) 
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Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
cuning Power and Strength. “Hammer Fists’’ 
weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing ‘Hammer Fists” give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says “'! can take 
care of myself.” 


WARNING ‘‘Hammer Fists’ are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms. They should not be 
worn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 
the danger of serious injury to an opponent. 


Order “Hammer Fists’ power packed weighted 
wristband, Use for 10 days. If you don't see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
strength of your arms; if you don’t instantly feel more 
owerful, more masculine, more capable, more 
learless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- 
chase price. ike a $4.98 plus 75¢ shipping for 
one. ($8.98 plus $1.50 shipping for two). 
“Hammer Fist" Dept. 26411 
P.0. Box 1164, Bellmore, N.Y. 11710 
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Bruiser Brody holds Jerry Lawler in an armlock. Brody wrestled in the Mid-Southem area as 


— 


Lawler’s tag team partner, then turned on him shortly thereafter. Now that he’s wrestling in 
the World Class area, will Brody do the same thing to the Von Erichs? 


Though the name of this magazine 
is Wrestling USA, we certainly don’t 
restrict our coverage of the mat sport 
to simply what happens in the United 
States. When Precious Paul Ellering 
brought The Road Warriors to Japan, 
The Wrestler was right there and, in 
its August 1985 issue, presented an 
exclusive feature on Hawk and Ani- 
mals first tour of the Orient, “10 
Days Of Blood And Glory: The 
Road Warriors Invade Japan!’’ (page 
36). As Ellering negotiates to bring the 
Warriors back to Japan for more tours, 
this look back at Hawk and Animal's 
first rampage of destruction makes 
Godzilla’s devastation of Tokyo seem 
like a tea party! 


Speaking of devastation and may- 
hem, no single wrestler does it better 
than “Bruiser Brody—Mercenary Of 
Mayhem” (page 38). This feature, pre- 
sented in the October 1985 Pro Wres- 
tling Ilustrated, predated Brody's arriv- 
al in the World Class area by several 
months. But the analysis of Brody's 
mercenary persona becomes even 
more relevant today in light of his re- 
newed relationship with the Von 
Erichs. 

And if the Brody-Von Erichs rela- 
tionship is one volatile situation that 
could potentially explode, so too is the 
relationship between Hulk Hogan and 
“Mr. Wonderful” Paul Orndorff. The 

_ (Continued on page 70) 
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official count from the Engine Service 
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fully accredited and approved 
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have the skill and knowledge to:make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
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"saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
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on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”’. . . all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 
“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 
gines... but re- 
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ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 
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offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
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The best-selling biography of wrestling’s 
hottest superstar is now available as a 
special order through our back issue 
department. Illustrated with many exclu- 
sive photos, Hulkamania! traces Hogan’s 
rise from raw rookie to participant in 
WrestleMania, the most publicized 
event. in wrestling history. Only $3.50 
(plus $1.50 postage and handling). 
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Please rush me __________ copies of 
Hulkamania. I enclose $5.00 ($3.50 for the 
book, plus $1,580 postage and handling) for 
each copy I am ordering, 

Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. U.S. funds 
pe Foreign orders please add an additional 
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September 1985 issue of Sports Re- 
view Wrestling examined that relation- 
ship and asked the important ques- 
tions: “Sincerity Or Deception? Can 
Hulk Hogan Trust Paul Orndorff?” 
(page 40). 

In professional wrestling, the fans 
are often as important as the wrestlers 
themselves in determining the career 
paths of particular stars. The August 
1985 issue of Sports Review Wrestling 
asked the question, “Have The Fans 
Turned Their Backs On Sgt. 
Slaughter?” (page 47), and looked at 
the fragile bond between Slaughter and 
the fans—a bond that may crumble 
before long. Have, you tured your 
back on Slaughter? Read this story 
and decide for yourself. 

Another case where the fans have 
been an integral part of a wrestler’s 
career is the recent case of George 
“The Animal” Steele. Once despised, 
Steele is fast becoming one of the 
most cheered men in the WWF, due 
both to the fans themselves and the 
hard work of Capt. Lou Albano. In the 
October 1985 issue of The Wrestler, 


Sgt. Slaughter greets his fans on the way to the ring and another war in defense of 


“How The Fans Saved George “The 
Animal” Steele” (page 50) took a 
close look at this phenomenon. 
Some fans believe that George 
Steele is the craziest man ever to step 
into the ring; other fans would vote for 
other wrestlers. If a formal ballot were 
to be held, you could bet that a lot of 
these other fans would vote for Roddy 
Piper as being the craziest man in 
wrestling. The September 1985 Inside 
Wrestling featured a special analysis of 
the Rowdy Scot as “A Psychologist - 
Examines ‘Rowdy’ Roddy Piper: Is 
He As Crazy As You Think He Is?” 
(page 52). When you finish reading 
this story, you'll either have sympathy 
for Piper—or think he’s crazier than 
ever before! 
‘ Last, but certainly not least, Wres- 
tling USA takes a second look at the 
cover story from the November 1985 
issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, a 
story that takes a very different look at 
the NWA World heavyweight champi- 
on. “Ric Flair: The Arrogance Of 
Greatness” (page 54) offers a rare 
(Continued on page 72) 


America. Now it appears as if these fans, who once supported Slaughter no matter what 
the cause, have tumed their backs on America’s wrestler. 
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June 1983/Cover stories: Piper, Bock- 
winkel-Patterson. PLUS: Brody, Sullivan. 


NOVEMBER 1983 
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De 
Ric Flair’s face displays his characteristi- 
cally cocky arrogance prior to another de- 
fense of his NWA World heavyweight title. 
Flair can afford to be arrogant: he’s the man 


who sets the pace for the rest of the profes- 
sional wrestling world. 


glimpse of two Ric Flairs: Ric Flair the 
champion, and Ric Flair the man. 
Our pinup section this issue features 
four of the greatest matches of the 
past few months: The Road Warriors 


vs. The Fabulous Freebirds, Jake © 


“The Snake”’ Roberts vs. Ted DiBi- 
ase, Kevin Von Erich vs. Ric Flair, 
and—in a special Wrestling USA color 
feature pinup, Hulk Hogan in six-man 
tag team action—from Japan! 

Take all of this and add to it our 
two pages of up-to-date Official Wres- 
tling Ratings (page 82), a special 
“Ratings Analysis’ (page 81) about 


in os 


the upgrading of the WWF champion- 


“ships to world titles, and two pages of 


your letters in “Dateline: USA”’ (page 
84), and you have a sensational pack- 
age of action and excitement you'll 
want to read again and again. 
Before closing out this month’s in- 
troduction, we'd like to thank everyone 
who has supported Wrestling USA 
since its inception. We appreciate your 
support at the newsstands, and we en- 
joy reading your comments, criticisms, 
and suggestions in our mailbox. Thank 
you, and keep writing—we want to 
continue to make Wrestling USA the 
kind of magazine you want to read. 
And we'll see you again in another 
three months with another edition of © 
wrestling’s best from coast to coast. 
Until then—happy reading! O 
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DRESSING ROOM 


(Continued from page 20) 


champion’s neck, and then anoth- 
er. Hogan didn’t even try to de- 
fend himself. It was time. His eyes 
bulged and the head began to 
bob. 

For a moment, Muraco didn't 
know what to do with his opportu- 
nity. There was the WWF champi- 
on just sitting there waiting to be 
hit. After a few seconds, he re- 
sumed his attack. But as hard as 
he hit Hogan, the champion was 
feeling no pain. Or at least he 
didn’t give the appearance of feel- 
ing pain. The champion rose to 


his feet but did not raise his 


guard. He began to move closer 
to his challenger, who was still 


flailing away. With each blow Mu- 


raco struck, Hogan took another 
step toward him. A 274-pound 
man was landing clean blows on 
him and he wouldn’t even blink 
his eyes. Those eyes. 

His eyes alone can psych out 
an opponent. Just like your moth- 
er’s eyes used to psych you out 
when you were bad. Only Hogan 
isn’t as forgiving as your mom. 
And he hits a hell of a lot harder. 
Once Hogan starts coming for- 
ward like that, a sledgehammer 
wouldn’t be able to stop him. 
Soon the challenger is completely 
confused. He starts to get the 
feeling that the punishment he’s 
inflicting is having a reverse ef- 
fect: It’s making the champion 
stronger. After a while, Muraco 
didn’t know what to do. Soon he 
just stopped throwing punches 
and asked the Hulkster for mercy. 
None was forthcoming. 

Taking an opponent's best 
shots and not backing off can of- 
ten influence the outcome of a 
match in  pyschological terms 
more than an offensive blow can 
affect it physically. When Thomas 
Hearns hit Marvelous Marvin Hag- 
ler with his best right hand and 
the middleweight champion kept 


When Hulk Hogan gives Ken Patera “the look,”” Ken knows he’s in trouble. Once the WWF 
champion is in that state of mind, nothing his challenger can do will stop him. 


coming forward, Hearns knew that 
he was in for a long evening. As it 
turned out, he wasn’t even that 
lucky. 

Watching Hulk Hogan at the 
point in a match when he defies 
his opponent reminds me of the 
Star Trek episode when Spock is 
attacked by the clinging jellyfish- 
like creatures. Although he was in 
sick bay and in agony, he got out 
of bed, got dressed, and con- 
vinced Captain Kirk and Dr. Mc- 
Coy that he was okay. He con- 
vinced himself that there was no 
pain. Spock knew that he was the 
only man who could fight off the 
jellyfish monsters and he was de- 
termined to do so. 

Determination means a lot of 
different things to a lot of different 
people. Hogan’s career is based 
on it. He doesn’t have the skills of 
a Rick Martel or a Ric Flair. In 
fact, Editor-in-Chief Peter King is 


taking a poll for our sister publica- 
tion Pro Wrestling Illustrated that 
asks the fans to respond to the 
question of whether or not Hulk 
Hogan is a great wrestler. The 
early returns are split about 50-50. 
Myself, | don’t think Hogan’s a 
great wrestler in the strictest 
sense of the word. But | do feel 
he’s a great champion. 

Some people attribute a lot of 
Hogan’s success to his size. To 
an extent, that’s a valid point. But 
lacking some of the basic skills 
that other champions possess, 
Hogan has to rely on something 
inside that others don’t have. 
When Magnificent Muraco or Ken 
Patera or Big John Studd are 
pounding on him and it looks like 
the WWF title is slipping from his 
grasp, he can force his mind not 
to send out pain signals. There 
isn’t a wrestling coach alive who 
can teach that. C 
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RODDY PIPER 
(Continued from page 53) 


tlers to lull him into a false nest of 
security, whereupon they could pounce 
upon him and kill him. 

“Recently, Mr. Piper returned to 
Portland, Oregon, and was cheered in 
his match against Buddy Rose. Piper 
loves the cheers and it is his most fer- 
vent subconscious desire to allow for a 
dialogue between him and the fans to 
develop. But he cannot. In psychologi- 
cal terms, his ego—the mediator of 
one’s actions—has raged too far out of 
control. He cannot stand to share the 
spotlight with anyone else, and there- 
fore must continue his path of destruc- 
tion toward anyone who stands be- 
tween himself and fame.” 


ON PIPER THE RULEBREAKER: 

“The quickest route to fame, Piper 
discovered, was to deny the existence 
of any and all rules. Piper is a text- 
book egocentric—he feels the world 
begins and ends with himself. Since the 
world becomes his, he then becomes 
the final authority on any and_° all 
things. Piper has no superego, or con- 
science. This has allowed him to perpe- 
trate all sorts of homicidal violence 
without the least tinge of guilt or fear 
of retaliation. That is what makes 
Roddy Piper the most dangerous man 
in professional wrestling. 

“The constant disregard for the 
rules that govern society fuels Piper’s 
delusions of grandeur. He is not only 
above the law. He is the law.” 


ON PIPER THE INTERVIEWER: 

‘Watching a Piper interview is a ca- 
thartic experience, much like watching 
a horror movie or a spy thriller-—when 
it’s over, the individual is flooded with 
a sharp sense of relief; he has survived 
and gets to leave the theater. Piper’s 
interviews are truly terrifying experi- 
ences. Entering the ‘‘Piper’s Pit’’ is a 
metaphor for entering hell itself. The 
interviewee becomes a useless prop, a 
sounding board against which Piper 
can vent his rage against society. 

“Here is Piper at his most danger- 
ous. His mood swings—from: calm to 


Piper puts Rocky Johnson in a sleeperhold (above). Capt. Lou Albano is put to sleep in an 


entirely different way (below). Piper slams a plaque over Albano’s head in the famous 


incident that turned Albano into a fan favorite. 


petulant to homocidal—come so 
quickly that his guest cannot prepare 
himself. It is the interviews that pro- 
vide us real evidence of Piper’s thought 
disorders. His rambling speeches, 
punctuated by staccato bursts of non- 
sense, illustrate serious problems in the 
cognitive ‘process. Piper makes judg- 
ments based upon the moment at 
hand, To some, this lack of concern 
for the future would indicate suicidal 
tendencies, but I think it is even more 
serious than that. Piper feels that with- 


out him there to guide it, the world 


would end.’’ 


ON PIPER THE WRESTLER: 

“Piper shows the same callous disre- 
gard for his opponents in the ring as 
he does on his interviews. Any oppo- 
nent is a potential threat to his imagi- 
nary title reign. There is no device too 
brutal that he would not use to protect 
himself and his allies.” 


ON PIPER AND HIS KILT: 
“Wearing a skirt in no way clouds 
his sexuality. Among his many person- 
ality disorders, there is no evidence of 


I 


sexual ambiguity. The skirt is merely 
another attention-getting device, and is 
the most harmless one he possesses.” 


RODDY PIPER IN CONCLUSION: 

“Roddy Piper is a danger to himself 
and to everyone he comes in contact 
with. He is self-destructive, but his 
need for fame and attention outweighs 
his desire to destroy. He could very 
well become a fan favorite at some 
point in his career and he would be a 
very believable one. However, the mo- 
ment someone encroaches on his terri- 
tory, he becomes capable of anything. 
He is a bomb waiting to explode and 
should be watched at all times.” 


Featuring 


FULL-COLOR 


Stories On 


KERRY | 
VON ERICH'S 


RODDY PIPER 


Is He Stuck In The Pits? 


RIC FLAIR 


Rating His Toughest 
Challengers 


PLUS... 
ALIFE SIZE 22” x 32” 
8 PAGE 
SUPER CENTERFOLD OF 


KERRY 


VON ERICH’S 
10 COMMANDMENTS 
OF KEEPING FIT! 
Get Yours Today! 


On Sale At Newsstands 
Everywhere 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 


(Continued from page 37) 


Road Warrier Animal whips a bloody Killer Khan toward Road Warrior Hawk, who will level 
the Mongolian with a clothesline (above). Hawk overpowers Riki Chosu (below left) and 
powersilams Khan (below right). 


less to do anything about it (above right). 


god in the person of Hawk or Ani- 
mal, the result can only be awe- 
struck admiration.” 

The Warriors’ opponents during 
their first tour of Japan, however, 
were hardly “‘five-foot-nothing Jap- 
anese.” The teams that they 
faced included the combinations 
of Animal Hamaguchi and Killer 
Khan, Jumbo Tsuruta and 
Genichiro Tenryu, and Killer Khan 
and Riki Chosu. 

“Indeed, our very first match in 
the pearl of the Orient was 
against Hamaguchi and Khan in 
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: = Zs on Ss Sr 
Chosu sees Hawk and Animal’s double-clothesline developing (above ett but he is power- 


Chiba,” Ellering said, “and we 
lived up to all of our advance pub- 
licity and then some. | am proud 
to say that Hawk and Animal oblit- 
erated the hopes and dreams of 
Hamaguchi and Khan in less than 
four minutes. Hawk pinned 
Hamaguchi at the 3:39 mark. And 
you sit there and ask me if our 
tour of Japan was successful? 
Hahaha!” 

The second night of their tour, 
Ellering and the Warriors faced 
NWA International tag team 
champions Tsuruta and Tenryu in 


a best-of-three-falls match for the 
International belts. Hawk downed 
Tsuruta with a vicious clothesline 
to claim the first fall, and as the 
two men tangled in the second 
fall, Tsuruta and Hawk were en- 
snared in a double-pin situation 
with Tsuruta bridging out at the 
two-count for the pinfall. Outraged 
by the pin decision in the second 
fall, Ellering directed Hawk and 
Animal to beat up the referee dur- 
ing the rest period between falls. 
The third and deciding fall never 
took place, and Tsuruta and 
Tenryu won the match decision 
when the Warriors were 
disqualified. 

“That's typical of the kind of 
biased officiating we had to face 
in Japan,” Ellering said. “Of 
course the Japanese officials are 
going to look out for their own. 
What else would you expect? 
Hawk was most certainly not 
pinned by Tsuruta, and | defy 
anyone to watch the videotape of 
that match and prove that his 
shoulders were down, because 
they weren't.” 

On the whole, however, Ellering 
considers the Warriors’ tour of Ja- 
pan an unprecedented success. 

“Hawk sand Animal gave the 
Japanese people a lesson in tag 
team wrestling,” Ellering said. “ 
would venture to say that not a 
single one of the fans who turned 
out to witness Hawk and Animal 
had ever seen anything like them 
in their lives. And | would also 
venture to say that they had never 
in their lives seen such a feat of 
strength as when Animal pressed 
all 300-plus pounds of Killer Khan 
over his head and sent him flying 
halfway across the ring.” 

Ellering folded his arms across 
his chest once again and laughed 
his Sydney Greenstreet laugh. 

“Ah yes,” Ellering sighed, “‘it’s 
truly a rare experience to be con- 
sidered the best in the world— 
rare for everyone else, that is, be- 
cause The Legion of Doom was, 
is, and always will be considered 
the very best in professional wres- 
tling, whether it be in the United 
States, Japan, or anywhere else 
in the world!” O 


Network 


(Continued from page 41) 


recorded, the commercials did break the 
excitement level that was beginning to build. 

In spite of that, if the entire 90 minutes 
contained the kind of action Saturday 
Night's Main Event provided, the show 
would have been an unequivocal success, 
Unfortunately, that was not the case, As 
feared, Saturday Night's Main Event con- 
tained a lot of the elements that had at one 
time made Wrestling TNT the number one 
show on cable-TV: people’s faces being 
shoved in cakes, mothers coming into the 
ring with their sons, and, worst of all, the 
inane rock ’n’ wrestling connection. 

Cyndi Lauper opened the show by giving 
Wendi Richter tips on how to wrestle Fabu- 
lous Moolah. Lauper claims to be Richter’s 
manager, but intelligent wrestling fans real- 
ize that the combination only exists to foster 
the myth of a rock and wrestling partner- 
ship. Lauper’s new video for the movie Goo- 
nies premiered about halfway through the 
show. Although it lasted but a few minutes, 
the video is potentially so harmful that it 
might change the way many fans view 
WWF wrestling. 

The video, which will be seen regularly on 
MTV, features The Iron Sheik, Nikolai Vol- 
koff, Freddie Blassie, Roddy Piper, and Fab- 
ulous Moolah trying to make life miserable 
for Cyndi Lauper, David Wolff, Capt. Lou 
Albano, and Wendi Richter. The two sides 
hate each other, but only for the sake of the 
video's storyline. They are getting paid to 
act like they hate each other. Followers of 
WWF wrestling know that these people 
have been adversaries in and around the 
ring for the past year. What could possibly 
make them cooperate for the sake of doing 
a rock video? 

By allowing his wrestlers to take part in 
such a project, Vince McMahon is all but 
condoning marriage for the sake of money. 
It's wrong and he knows it; but somehow 
money makes it okay. He knows that there 
is the very real risk that the fans will never 
be able to take a feud involving these peo- 
ple seriously again, but he doesn’t care. He 
is viewing the world through Fabulous Moo- 
lah's dollar sign glasses. 

The ratings numbers for Saturday Night’s 
Main Event were very good. The show re- 
ceived the highest Nielsen rating of any spe- 
cial in that time slot since 1981, and it out- 
drew most of this season’s Saturday Night 
Live shows. According to an NBC spokes- 
man, it has not yet been decided how many 
of the monthly shows will be aired. 

If McMahon and Ebersol fill the next 90 
minutes with wrestling as we’ve come to 
know and love jit—athletic competition, excit- 
ing matches, and unpredictable feuds—then 
we wish Saturday Night's Main Event con- 
tinued success. However, if entertainment is 
going to be the theme and the sport itself is 
going to be disregarded, then we can only 
hope that it dies a quick and painful 
death. Oo 
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The WWF World championship—decision and reaction! Since the 
Fall 1985 issue of Wrestling USA hit the newsstands, a decision has 
been made regarding the WWF title controversy: The WWF singles 
and tag team titles will now be regarded as world championships. 

The first anouncement of this new policy was made in the Octo- 
ber 1985 edition of our sister publication The Wrestler, and reaction 
began flooding our offices immediately. Here’s what some of you 
had to say about the decision, pro and con: 


Clete Carey Jr, Hazleton, PA: Hallelujah! A terrible injustice has 
been corrected. Hulk Hogan was finally and rightfully recognized as 
the WWF World heavyweight champion, and Mike Rotundo and 
Barry Windham likewise as the WWF World tag team champs. 
About time, fellas. What the heck did you think the first “W” in 
WWF stands for, wiener-schnitzel? 
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Brenda Von Egon, Houston, TX: Ev- 
eryone knows that Vince McMahon 
paid Junkyard Dog, Rick Steamboat, 
Randy Savage, etc., a lot of money to 
leave the areas where they were very 
successful to come to the WWF and 
become nothing. | was a big fan of 
JYD's when he was in the Mid-South, 
and I'd read a lot of impressive 
things about Rick Steamboat when 
he was in the Mid-Atlantic. But who 
cares about them anymore? Sure, 
they're getting cheered in the WWF, 
but those ignorant WWF fans get ex- 
cited over anything. McMahon wants to buy all the main-eventers 
from other areas not necessarily to bring some competition to his 
WWF (Wimp Wonderland Federation), but so that those main- 
eventers won't make money for other promoters. | don’t agree with 
the decision to recognize the WWF title as a world title, but it 
doesn't really bother me because everyone knows, and especially 
Vince McMahon knows, that the NWA has always meant, and will 
always mean, the very best in profesional wrestling. 

*+* 

Ed Demling, South Easton, MA: | have always believed the WWE 
title should be considered as the third world championship. | will 
tell you why. Ric Flair and Rick Martel have got to be the biggest 
wimps, | just cannot believe either one of them can hold a heavy- 
Weight title. I'll tell you right now, Hulk Hogan could beat the hell 
out of Flair or Martel in less than five minutes. Magnificent Muraco, 
for example, was defeated by the Hulkster, and even he could kill 
Flair or Martel. Paul Orndorff could easily take the title from those 
wimps Flair and Martel. | would just love to see someone tell Hulk 
Hogan that his title is not good enough to be considered a world 
title. Hulk Hogan could take almost every title there is, if he wanted 
to. Just compare his record to those of Flair and Martel. 


+4% 


Junkyard Dog 


Michael Giustino, Pelham, NY: | am outraged about your 


recent decision to make the WWF title a 
“world title,” The fact that Hulk Hogan 
only defends against a small amount of 
rulebreakers and no scientific wrestlers is 
enough not to make it a world title. 

Instead of asking, the fans, | think you 
should have asked wrestlers. | have 
heard Magnum T.A., Dusty Rhodes, and 

= Ric Flair (the real world champion) say 

: they are fed up with Hollywood and 

| rock ‘n’ roll being involved with wres- 

~ tling. Many people who have supported 

this movement are Hogan’s fans, and 

Hulk Hogan don’t think of the good or bad this 
might do. They just love his body. Or his MTV shows. 

You and your sister publications are the best magazines, and you 
should have thought of this, This whole Hollywood thing could now 
very possibly spread to smaller independent wrestling promotions, 
You have now indirectly supported this whole damn thing! Now 
Vince McMahon may go totally crazy. He sees that this Hollywood 
thing makes the WWF title a world title. Now we will be seeing 
more actors and rock stars involved in wrestling. 

You have just started a disease, and | hope it will not spread all 
the way’ to the AWA and the NWA. Please, for the sake of me and 
the real wrestling fans, correct this injustice, ‘Now! 


ee 


Calvin Hayden, Bronx, NY: | was very pleased when | looked at 
“Ratings Analysis” in the October 1985 issue of The Wrestler and 
saw that Hulk Hogan is now being recognized as a world champion. 
| was also pleased to see that you had done the same thing to the 
WWF tag team title. | feel that there is no controversy, Hulk Hogan 
is caught in the same trap as Bob Backlund was when he was WWF 
World champion. Hogan is being manipulated by the promoter, 
Vince McMahon, | really believe that if it were up to him, Hogan 
would defend his title against anyone deserving, be he scientific or 
rulebreaker. 

The reason that Ric Flair and Rick Martel are more respected 
champions than Hulk Hogan is because the promoters of both the 


“NWA and the AWA allow both men to defend their titles against 


both rulebreakers and scientific wrestlers (although lately it seems 
like Martel has been wrestling and defending against only rulebreak- 
ers). The NWA and AWA promoters don’t care who it is—if a 
wrestler deserves a shot at the title, he should get one. 

If there were some way to get rid of Vince McMahon and put in 
his place a promoter who would allow Hogan to defend his title 
against both scientific and rulebreaking wrestlers, then Hogan would 
get the respect that he deserves. 


The address for mail: We welcome your comments, criticisms, and 
questions about our ratings system. In particular, we want to contin- 
ue to hear your opinions regarding the WWF World title controver- 
sy. Send your letters to: “Ratings Analysis” c/o Wrestling USA; Box 
48; Rockville Centre; New York 11571. Oo 
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Top 10 is based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These 
ratings are compiled by the magazine’s editorial board. 


~ TOPO TAG TEAMS > 
1—RIC FLAIR 1—THE ROAD WARRIORS _ 
243, Minneapolis, MN AWA Word ag (oan a 
2—HULK HOGAN 2—RICK ‘MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
3082, Venice Beach, CA Combined weieht: 463 pounis 
3—RICK MARTEL 3—GREG VALENTINE & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
236, Quebec City, Quebec Wie, Wonka tag toot champices 
4—TULLY BLANCHARD yt eh heh fl 
4—CHRIS ADAMS & GINO HERNANDEZ 
235, San Antonio, TX : 
5—DUSTY RHODES  shaacch ede ay prc a 
902, Austin, TX 5—OLE & ARN ANDERSON 
6—NIKITA KOLOFF Combined weight: 625 pounds 
275, Moscow, Russia 6—AL PEREZ & WENDELL COOLEY 
1—TITO SANTANA {id South (ag team St pounds 
245, Mission, TX 7—DENNIS CONDREY & BOBBY EATON 
8—MAGNUM T.A. No. 1 contenders to NWA tag team title 
245, Chesapeake, VA Combined weight: 472 pounds , 
9-SGT, SLAUGHTER 8—-WAHOO ) McDANTEL & BILLY JACK HAYNES 
310, Parris Island, SC Combined weight: 505 pounds 
10-MAGNIFICENT MURACO © 9-STEVE KEIRN & STAN LANE 
a tres De 274 Sunset Beach, HI escribir bore red 
Dusty Rhodes 10—BARRY WINDHAM & MIKE ROTUNDO 


U No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 
Combined weight: 475 pounds 


NWA, AWA, and WWF ratings, in addition to the regional ratings from around the country, are based on the official current 
position of challengers to the top title in each category. (Certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings). Most Popular 
and Most Hated ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and mail that comes to our offices. 


NWA AWA WWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: 1—TULLY BLANCHARD 
RIC FLAIR RICK MARTEL HULK HOGAN 235, San Antonio, TX 
243, Minneapolis, MN 236, Quebec City, Quebec 302, Venice Beach, CA 2—BLACK BART 
1—TULLY BLANCHARD 1—SGT, SLAUGHTER 1—TITO SANTANA 301, Houston, TX 

235, San Antonio, TX 310, Parris Island, SC 245, Mission, TX 3—DUSTY RHODES 
2—DUSTY RHODES 2—LARRY ZBYSZKO 2—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 302, Austin, TX 

302, Austin, TX 248, Pittsburgh, PA 274, Sunset Beach, HA 4—NIKITA KOLOFF 
3—NIKITA KOLOFF 3—NICK BOCKWINKEL 3—RICK STEAMBOAT 275, Moscow, Russia 

275, Moscow, Russia 245, Beverly Hills, CA 238, Honolulu, HI 5—TERRY TAYLOR 
4—RICK RUDE 4—JIM GARVIN 4—RANDY SAVAGE 225, Vero Beach, FL 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 235, Tampa, FL 245, Sarasota, FL 6—MAGNUM T.A. 
5—KERRY VON ERICH 5—GREG GAGNE 5—JUNKYARD DOG 245, Chesapeake, VA 

260, Denton, TX 220, Robbinsdale, MN 260, New Orleans, LA 7—MANNY FERNANDEZ 
6—MAGNUM T.A. 6—MICHAEL HAYES 6—PAUL ORNDORFF 245, El Paso, TX 

245, Chesapeake, VA 255, Manetta, GA 253, Brandon, FL 8—DICK SLATER 
7—WAHOO McDANIEL 7—KAMALA 7—RODDY PIPER 235, Tampa, FL 

260, Midland, TX 360, Uganda 231, Scotland 9—JIMMY VALIANT 
8—BLACK BART 8—BUCK ZUMHOFE 8—KING KONG BUNDY 251, New York, NY 

301, Houston, TX 222, Hamburg, MN 446, Adantic City, NJ 10—KONGA THE BARBARIAN 
9—ICEMAN PARSONS 9—BORIS ZURKHOV 9—JOHN STUDD 265, Chicago 

242, St. Louis, MO 254, Leningrad, Russia : 364, Washington, DC 
10—GINO HERNANDEZ 10—RAY STEVENS 10—COWBOY BOB ORTON 


224, Houston, TX 243, San Francisco, CA 245, Kansas City, KS 


WORLD CLASS 


1—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St. Louis, MO 
2—GINO HERNANDEZ 
224, Houston, TX 
3—BRUISER BRODY 
284, Albuquerque, NM 
4—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
5—CHRIS ADAMS 
230, Stratford, England 
6—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
7—BRIAN ADIDAS 
238, Denton, TX 
8—ONE MAN GANG 
468, Chicago, IL 
9—KABUKI 
252, Singapore 
10—KILLER BROOKS 
235, Lancaster, TX 


1—HARLEY RACE 
253, Kansas City, MO 
2—MR. POGO 
455, Tokyo, Japan 
3—JERRY BLACKWELL 
474 Stone Mountain, GA 
4—BULLDOG BOB BROWN 
258, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
5—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
6—ICEMAN PARSONS 
232, St. Louis, MO 
7—BUZZ TYLER 
285, Rock Hill; SC 
8—RUFUS R. JONES 
287, Boston, MA 
9—AKIO SAITO 
249, Japan 
10—EDCAR THOMAS 
241, Norman, OK 


MID-SOUTH 
1—DICK MURDOCH 
210, Waxahachie, TX 
2—THE NIGHTMARE 
285, parts unknown 
3—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
4—STEVE WILLIAMS 
295, Tulsa, OK 
5—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 
6—TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NB 
5—JAKE ROBERTS 
243, Baton Rouge, LA 
8—BOB SWEETAN 
285, Round Rock, TX 
9—DUTCH MANTEL 
242, Oil Trough, TX 
10—THE MIDNIGHT RIDER 
264, parts unknown 


NORTHWEST 

1—RICKY VAUGHAN 

245, Tampa, FL 
2—MIKE MILLER 

260, Memphis, TN 
3—BOBBY JAGGERS 

265, Dunlap, KS 
4—STEVE SIMPSON 

220, Africa 
5—MEGA 

260, Portland, OR 
6—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE 

245, Hollywood, CA 
7—BILLY TWO EAGLES 

223, San Antonio, TX 
8—JOE SAVOLDI 

232, Parsippany, NJ 
9—TIMOTHY FLOWERS 

245, New York, NY 


10—STEVE PARDEE 
282, San Mateo, CA 


FLORIDA 
1—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—KENDELL WINDHAM 
220, Sweetwater, TX 
3—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 
4—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland, OR 
5—MIKE GRAHAM 
229, Tampa, FL 
6—JACK HART 
230, St. Petersburg, FL 
7—RIP OLIVER 
245, Tampa, FL 
8—SCOTT McGHEE 
220, Shipley, England 
9—RIP ROGERS 
238, Atlanta, GA 
10—BUGSY McGRAW 
268, New York, NY 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
3—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
4—RICK MARTEL 
236, Quebec City, Quebec 
5—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
6—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
7—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
8—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Paris Island, SC 
9—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 
10—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
246, Portland, OR 


For period ended September 10, 1985 


MID-SOUTHERN 

1—JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 
2—KOKO WARE 

229, Union City, TN 
3—PHIL HICKERSON 

238, Jackson, TN 
4—TARRUS BALBA © 

237, Outer Mongolia 
5—BOTA 

270, Maori Islands 
6—JERRY OSKE 

243, Hartford, CT 
7—LORD JONATHAN BOYD 

255, Aucklund, New Zealand 
8—TOJO YAMAMOTO 

230, Tokyo, Japan 
9—RIP MORGAN 

250, Auklund, New Zealand 


10—BILLY TRAVIS 
218, Houston, TX 


MOST HATED 

1—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
2—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
3—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 

274, Sunset Beach, HI 
4—CHRIS ADAMS 

230, Stratford, England 
5—RODDY PIPER 

231, Glasgow, Scotland 
6—NIKITA KOLOFF 

276, Moscow, Russia 
7—OLE ANDERSON 

256, Minneapolis, MN 
8—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
9—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 


10—GINO HERNANDEZ 
224, Houston, TX 


COWGIRL WENDI’S WICKED PAST 

I don’t know whether Matt Brock is suffering 
from the kind of memory lapses old alcoholics 
sometimes have, but I don’t remember “fans rush- 
ing to ringside for autographs” from Wendi Richter 
before she became the ladies’ world champion. 
(“Matt Brock’s Looking Back”; Fall 1985). I remem- 
ber her as a vicious rulebreaker who liked to taunt 
the crowd and push her weight around like a bully. 


A 1981-vintage Wendi Richter signs an autograph for a fan in 
Florida. The Cowgirl Wendi Richter of years ago is a far cry from 
the rock ’n’ rolling Wendi Richter of 1985! = 


In fact, she and Peggy Lee nearly killed poor 
Velvet McIntyre in a tag team title match at Madi- 
son Square Garden just a few months before the 
Cyndi Lauper thing started. They kept Velvet in 
their comer for most of the match, continually 
yanking her hair and kicking her in the belly. Fortu- 
nately, Velvet finally managed to tag off to Princess 
Victoria, and she really cleaned house with them. 

I don’t know why she switched to being a fan 
favorite so fast, but I suspect it was $$$. Now she’s 
made a lot of MTV moolah and hardly ever defends 
her title. I didn’t have any respect for this so-called 
lady when she was a rulebreaker, and I still don't. 

RENEE DEHAS 
Tarrytown NY 
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MID-ATLANTIC MAELSTROM 

Seeing those Nikita Koloff and Magnum T.A. in- 
terviews back-to-back in your Summer 85 issue of 
Wrestling USA frightened me deeply. I’m afraid 
that honorable men like T.A. have underestimated 
the Russian threat and have chosen to concentrate 
on their own career goals. 

It’s understandable to want to win titles like the 
NWA World belt and the U.S. belt, but there are 
some things that are bigger than success in wres- 
tling. Wrestling is a stage where morality is at issue 
as much as talent and ability. The Koloffs and their 
ik are still running roughshod over the sport, 
whether they have titles or not. 

Memo to Magnum T.A., Ric Flair, Jimmy Valiant, 
and especially the great Dusty Rhodes: You cannot 
rest until the Koloffs are driven from the Mid-Atlan- 
tic, and preferably driven from our shores to some 
bitter cold: outpost in Siberia where they belong. 

WILLIAM McGUIRE 
Cedar Hill SC 


TITO’S MAGNIFICENT COMEBACK 

I laughed so hard tears came to my eyes when I 
saw that “Memo to Tito Santana” in the Summer 85 
issue (“Only Capt. Lou Albano Can Help You De- 
feat Greg Valentine”). Tito proved all the so-called 
experts wrong when he won the Intercontinental 
belt back from that blond scuzball. 


Tito Santana slams Greg Valentine’s head into the tumbuckle. 
Santana’s regaining of the WWF Intercontinental belt has got to 
be considered as one of the year’s greatest comebacks. 

It took heart, patience, and sheer guts for Tito, 
my favorite wrestler, to prove he wasn’t washed up 
or crippled. He sure didn’t need Albano to help 
him win. his title back! What good is Albano any- 
way? The U.S. Express doesn’t need him either; 
they’ve lost the belts twice because of Lou’s lousy 
managing. 


E-USA 


DATELINEUSA 


I‘hope Tito will finally get the credit he deserves. 
He’s got my vote for Wrestler of the Year already. 
Nobody can beat him when he’s at his best, and 
that includes Hulk Hogan. 

GUS FRIAS 
Los Angeles 


NO FAN OF BACKLUND’S 

Congratulations on that beautiful color photo- 
graph of Larry Zbyszko about to piledrive Howdy 
Doody Backlund’s head into the canvas (Summer 
85), You guys only seem to print photos of Bum- 
bling Bob when he has an advantage, which is 
seldom. 

C’mon, I wish everybody would admit it: Back- 
lund’s a bum. He went all over the country begging 
for title shots, and got his little butt kicked in every 
match. Now I hear he’s working as an oil salesman, 
or something, instead of wrestling. After he lost the 
WWF title, he ran away to be a construction 
worker. It seems like when the going gets tough, 
Crybaby Backlund always runs away and gets a 
safe job. 

That guy’s been a mamby-pamby disgrace for 10 
years. This isn’t a sport for wimps who need a baby 
bib and pacifier. Maybe Zbyszko’s piledriver 
knocked some sense into his head, and he'll stay 
out of wrestling for good this time! 

JOHN STANKOWSI 
Wheeling, WV 


WARRIOR BREAK-UP? 
| At first I was shocked to read your story about a 
possible split between The Road Wanzors (“Paul 
Ellering: ‘The Road Warriors Are Not Breaking 
Up!’”; Summer 85). Reading it a second time, I 
realized that rumors of a break-up are nothing more 
than wishful thinking on the part of has-beens like 
Crusher Blackwell. Reading it a third time, how- 
ever, I arrived at the conclusion that yes, a breakup 
is inevitable. 

If you look at the wrestling history books, you'll 
see that there has never been a tag team that has 
stuck together, through thick and thin, for the dura- 
tion of their careers. Invariably, ego problems or 
sheer boredom will arise. Hawk and Animal are 
much too proud of themselves to work together for 
the rest of their lives. 

I’m glad that you also reprinted the “Head to 
Head; Hawk vs. Animal” feature in the same issue. 


A match between the two would be a titanic event. 


I wonder who the fans would support? 

Looking at the AWA ratings in that magazine, I 
concluded that singles matches are inevitable if the 
Wanriors stay in that area. The problem is not just 
the lack of tag team competition Paul Ellering 
keeps complaining about—I think the Freebirds 
and the Long Riders will keep them from being 
bored in the months to come. Hypothetically rating 
Hawk and Animal in my own AWA Top 10, I would 


Precious Paul Ellering is flanked by Hawk and Animal. Yes, they 
are the most awesome tag team in the sport. Yes, Ellering is a 
Strategic genius. No, they are not splitting up. 


automatically place them numbers 4 and 5, respec- 
tively, behind Sgt. Slaughter, Nick Bockwinkel, and 
Larry Zbyszko, And I don’t think it would take long 
for either of them to convincingly defeat these men. 
(They would have more trouble with Rick Martel, 
who is clearly the best wrestler in the AWA.) 
But would they be able to adapt to singles wres- 
tling? I’m sure of it. If there’s one thing Hawk and 
Animal aren’t given enough credit for, it’s ring intel- 
ligence. People assume they have muscles in their 
heads, that they are just destructive machines, but a 
veteran fan like myself can see that they have the 
ability to think on their feet in the ring. They can 
change strategies with or without Ellering; they 
don’t just mindlessly overwhelm people. 
Thank you for two most intriguing articles. 
. ANTHONY C, BOUCHEE 
Danbury CN 1 


Reader comments conceming the sport of wrestling and 
this magazine are invited. Send your letters to: 
pete USA . 


“Rockville Contre, NY 1157 = 
85 


There is a service needed now in nearly every 
household in America today. We will provide you 
with the means that will enable you, without capital 


outlay, training, inventory, skill or experience to 


EARN $50.00 AN HOUR 
YOUR SPARE TIME 


or 
more in 


for as many 
hours as you wish 


Anyone can do it! No selling! Customers 
are waiting! We guarantee success! 


MEN! WOMEN! HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
AND EVEN THE HANDICAPPED CAN 
EARN QUICK, EASY CASH! 

Haven't you wished you had a way of making 
money, on your own, without doing someone 
else’s dirty work? Without the sweat of your 
brow, with dignity and pride and without having 
to beg anyone to buy something they don't really 
want? We have a dream-come-true for you and 
you will surely agree when you learn thatit's easy. 
It’s tremendously useful ...no, ESSENTIAL is the 
better word. It’s a welcome service to everyone 
who lives in an apartment... or a house ... or 
even a*mansion. They NEED it and they don't 
know where to get it... and they will pay YOUR 
price willingly for it. Rich or poor alike are your 
good prospects. Uptown, downtown evenin small 
offices, they will not only be customers, they 
will send you their friends. Once you get rolling, 
business will mushroom, And best of all, you 
won't need an office or a store or any PLACE of 
business, not even a car. Everything you'll need 
can be carried in one hand. Interesting? You bet! 


Get the jump on all the others! You 
may be without competition now! 


Being first; taking advantage of a hot opportunity is 
the key to making it big, or, at least, taking the cream 
off the top of a money-making plan. Few people 
know about our program. But when you do and you 
learn the details and think about the possibilities 
you'll wonder why it hasn't been in full swing all along. 
There’s a great vacuum out there for this much- 
wanted service and the first one on the scene will 
get the gravy. Beat em all by getting the jump now. 


Are these the questions on your 
mind right now? 


Ques. /s your price for the kit you are offering every- 
thing | will have to pay or are there “additional” 
charges that | will have to pay as | go along? 

Ans. You can go right ahead and continue to earn 
money without any further contact with us. But we 
will be there to help you along if needed. 

Ques. What about competition? Will every Tom, 
Dick and Harry get into the act and spoil a good 
thing once | get established? 

Ans. We will strive to limit and spread out our sales 
so that they do not interfere with each other and will 
attempt to assure you exclusivity. When there are two 
or more orders too close to each other we will accept 
only the first one. 

Ques. /f yours is such a great business, how come 
it has never been done before? 

Ans. Like all great ideas, that’s the first question 
they ask. Your customers will ask it too. Perhaps it 
was too simple to think of. Bul make no mistake, it 
tequired a considerable investment in time and 
money for us to be able to bring it to you this way. 


Ques. When's the best time of the year to get 
into this sort of business? : 
Ans. Any time. It is a 12-month-a-year necessity 
and as good in the heat of summer as the dead of 
winter. It's always big-profit time for you. 
Ques. You say rich and poor are my customers. 
How can poor persons afford to pay so much? 
Ans. Our service is particularly badly needed in 
poorer. neighborhoods as you will certainly agree 
when you know more about it. Yet the richer folks will 
probably be the first to admit they need and want it, 
Ques. How long will it take me to get started earning 
big money. | need it now and don't want to wait for 
“some time in the near future"? 
Ans. One hour after you receive our kit, you can 
pocket your first cash money. In fact, if you don't 
start making good money your first day, you can sell 
your kit right back to us for a full refund. 
Ques. How about my friends and relatives? Can | 
contact them? Are they good prospects? 
Ans. They are no better nor worse than anyone else 
you want to call on. Everyone is a good prospect and 
all will send you their friends. 

HAVE YOUR OWN BUSINESS! 

BE YOUR OWN BOSS! 

WORK YOUR OWN SCHEDULE! 
NOBODY TELLS YOU WHAT TO DO! 
YOU decide when you want to work. YOU decide 
how much money you want to make. YOU decide 
whom to call upon. YOU decide how much to 
charge. It's YOUR business to run as you please. 
If you want to branch out and hire people that's 
up to YOU. You'll never work for peanuts again. 
But before you can make any money at all, you've 
got to get moving. You must send us the coupon 
with your $10 payment for the kit that’s waiting 
here for you. You MUST act now ... fully aware 
that you are dealing with a reliable company. 
We're not talking about ‘‘pie in the sky’. This is 
a perfectly legitimate business. . . just as much 
as being a banker, or a baker or a candlestick 
maker. You will be contributing to the welfare of 
your community in a prideful occupation. And if 
you don't say, “you bet!’ when you know more; 
when you receive our kit, just shoot it right back 

for a 100% cash refund. 


Once you get started 


people will come to you! 

We wish we could tell you everything . . . then we KNOW 
FOR SURE you'll respond enthusiastically and immediately. 
But if we did, there are a number of drawbacks. (1) It would 
require too much space in this ad. (2) It might affect our ability 
to limit the number of persons using our idea. (3) We believe 
having our kit in your hands and evaluating the contents is 
worth a thousand words in an advertisement like this one 
which you might read on the run in competition with the 
interesting contents of this publication. We'd rather send 
you the kit after receiving your $10. Then we know you will 
give our idea,all the thought it deserves, knowing that your 
money is only held temporarily, pending your wholehearted 
approval of our program. 


It’s like owning a 
money machine and 
being assured it works 
or your money back! 


Please - - if you think we are exaggerating . . . wouldn't it 
be foolish for us to do so knowing that we've got a lot to 
prove? All we have to do is disappoint you just one little 
bit and we'll have to return your money. But it's the 
truth __ . the gospel truth! Our's is a MONEY-MAKING 
IDEA whose time has come, It’s Right ON! It's as timely 
as the space shuttle and as much needed as fresh milk! 
It won't take you long to find out we're telling it like it is 
when we say PEOPLE ARE WAITING. If you think making 
$50 an hour is an idle claim, we are deliberately under- 
stating because you can make more than that if you 
want to. You can actually decide how much yourself. 
We're truly anxious for you lo try us because we're 
THAT certain that once you do, you will see that we are 
sincere and we really, DO have something wondertul for 
you. All it takes is for you to fill out the form below. You 
must be of legal age. And you must be on the level and 
genuinely desirous of making REAL money by being 
money-minded, ambitious and dedicated to betlering 
yourself. We want learners and earners and would 
appreciate it if the “simply curious” would save our 
time and their's. 


WE GUARANTEE . 
TO RETURN YOUR 
MONEY ON DEMAND 


Send only $10 for your kit 


; AMERICAN SUNRISE CORP. « DEPT. 65Y 
P.O. BOX 788, DEERFIELD BCH., FL 33441 


, [want to earn $50 an hour or more! 
4 | enclose my $10 and would like you to rush me 
4 my money-making kit to give me an instant start 
4 making big money right away. Also, added is 
» $1.00 to cover postage and handling. If | feel dis- 
| Satisfied in any way, it is my understanding that 
4 my money will be refunded right away. 


‘ 
4 Name 


| 
1 Address 
’ 


1 City 


State Zip Code 


ee 


Now, Even If You Have Been Thin For Years, You Can 


GAIN :3 5,40,15 POUNDS 


without dangerous drugs, without exercise, 
without unpleasant tasting medicines, 
MEN—an impressive manly body, 
WOMEN-—a curvier, glamorous figure. 


If you had started this amazing method just a 
few short weeks ago, right now you could 


be upto 5, 10, even 15 pounds 
heavier or more! 


At last, no matter what you have tried, no 
matter what you have done, if you are 
anormally healthy person, you can gain up 
to 5, 10, 15 pounds or more safely, surely, 
pleasantly, and that's a guaranteed money- 
back fact. 


Yes now, even if you have been thin for 
years, you can have the fuller, more attrac- 
tive body you have always wanted without 
dangerous drugs, without heart-straining 
exercise, without unpleasant tasting 
medicines! 

This exciting method is easy, pleasant, 
and medically sound beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, and your own Doctor could tell you 
the same thing. 


HERE’S ALL YOU DO 


Before meals, or whenever you feel like it, 
you take delicious, chewable, nutritionally 
fortified GAIN tablets and that's it! No other 
medication to take. Nothing difficult or un- 
pleasant to do, and without even being aware 
of it, a wonderfully exciting change takes 
place. 

Those high-calorie GAIN tablets are rich 
in body-building materials! They not only 
add weight themselves, but they sharpen 
your appetite! You look forward to meal- 
times, and without even realizing it, you 
start to eat more and almost immediately 
the weight gaining process begins! 


As you follow your GAIN Plan which 
includes nutritional high calorie menus. You 
add pounds and inches to your arms, legs, 
chest, hips, everywhere. You'll be amazed at 
the fantastic transformation that occurs 
.. . as thin, unattractive areas start to 
develop into new magnetic appeal. You'll be 


SKINNY MEN AND WOMEN 
ARE NOT ATTRACTIVE 


in social or business life. Give the GAIN 
Plan a chance to help build you up and 
put firm flesh on you. 


© GP. 1985 


. a skinny, scrawny body is no asset 


thrilled to discover that as you gain weight 
you will have more pep and energy for all 
the wonderful things in life! 


THINK OF WHAT THIS CAN 
MEAN TO YOU 


If you are one of those unfortunate people 
who can’t wear all the new high style 
clothes you want to wear... if you are 
ashamed of the way you look In a bathing 
suit... embarrassed because your legs 
are too thin and spindly .. . your chest Is 
too flat... your arms aren't the full, 
rounded limbs they were meant to be... If 
you long for a more attractive-looking body, 
the safe, pleasant GAIN Plan can be the 
answer to your prayers! 


Yes, now, with the GAIN Plan to help, 
it's so easy, so pleasant to add pounds and 
inches of firm, attractive flesh . .. so full- 
filling to feel better, stronger, more vital and 
alive! But don’t take our word for it. Prove 
it to yourself at our risk! 

If you sincerely want to gain weight, and 
to look better and feel better as a result, 


HERE IS OUR OFFER... 


We honestly believe the GAIN Plan to be 
the finest and most effective product of its 
type sold anywhere in the world today, and 
to prove our confidence, we are backing that 
statement up with this honest, straight- 
forward offer... 

Try the fabulous new GAIN Plan in your 


GAIN IS SAFE 


GAIN is not a dangerous drug, medi- 
cine or a fishy-tasting oil. It is made 
of safe, pure ingredients, contains 
nothing which could possibly harm you, 
and may even be taken with complete 
safety by children. 


GAIN PRODUCTS « 535 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017 


Send for the GAIN Plan today. TI 


own home at our risk. Subject It to any 

test you like. Weigh yourself before you 
start, Weigh yourself later. If you haven't 
started to see substantial weight gain within 
7 days, and if you don't feel better and look 
better as a result, or, if you are not com- 
pletely satisfied for any reason, PAY 
NOTHING! It’s just as simple as that. 


If you are in doubt. . . even if you think 
nothing can possibly help you, for the sake 
of your appearance, and your happiness, at 
least try it! If the GAIN Plan works the way 
we know it will, you'll agree it is worth the 
few dollars it cost. 

On the other hand, if it doesn't work the 
way you expected, it costs you nothing, and 
a least you have had the satisfaction of 
trying it at our expense. 

What could be fairer than that? The next 
move is up to you. Once and for all, de- 
termine to do something about your under- 
weight! We know you'll be happy you did. 


Tt — — 7 MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY — — — 


GAIN PRODUCTS , Dept. G30 
535 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017 
Please send my package of GAIN Plan im- 
mediately with the understanding that if | am 
not satisfied, | may have my money back, no 
questions asked. 
O One GAIN PLAN for $9.98 
O) SAVE $2.00! Order 2 for $17.96 
O) SAVE $5.00! Order 3 for $25.00 

Enclosed is$____ 


O cash, © check or 0 money order 


NAME 
please print 
ADDRESS 


Se ee ee 
no 
=~ 
> 
4 
m 
a) 
io] 


r 
! 
I 
I 
I 
| 
| 
| 
I 
| 
| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
I 
| 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


if for 7 days entirely at our risk. If, 
at the end of 7 days, you haven't 
started to gain pounds and inches 
and to look better and to feel better 
... If you aren't convinced the GAIN 
Plan is a safe, pleasant, way to 

gain weight, don't keep it! Return 
the empty bottle and get your 

money back immediately, 

no questions asked! 


VITAL NOTE 
A current Issue of a famous 
medical journal reports on a 
recent government controlled 
study. This study, conducted 
over a 24 year period on 5,000 
underweight and overweight men 
‘and women, proves that being 
underweight is as injurious to 
health and longevity as being 
overweight. 
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-WRESTLING'S BEST — 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


ican Vel PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED ¢eeuishea montniy) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual ‘‘Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year's top wrestlers and achievements, in our special 
fan ballot. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . . . Each issue's ges 
“Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with one of “—— 
wrestling’s top names . . . “Wrestling Enquirer’ brings you the up-to-the- 
minute news as of presstime . . . Award-winning columns from wrestling’s 
most respected staff of independent journalists . .. Comprehensive 
ratings, plus a special page of ‘Ratings Analysis” . . . 

All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


INSIDE WRESTLING euvishea month) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous “‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion . 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . ‘One on One,” in which two archrivals voice their hatred over ' 
the airwaves . . . Award-winning columns from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where 

Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a 
mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major mat star . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (eeuvishea month) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘Correspondents Reports’’ provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast . . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive “Q & A” interview with one 

of your favorite wrestlers . .. A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . ‘Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 as payment in full. 


SSCA bY Sens 36 Magazines For Only $42! 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 

Name 

Address 

City Slate.) = joa 
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(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57. U.S. funds only) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue _j 


